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THE GOVERNMENT ITS OWN 


PUBLISHER 
I is probable that, if the war had not broken out, the 


scheme for the creation of a Government Printing and 

Publishing Department would by this time have been 
well advanced. The contract for the sale of Government 
publications, held by Messrs. Wyman & Sons for the past 
ten years, expired at the end of 1914, As the Printing 
Office project was under discussion, an extension of two 
years was granted. A decision therefore is pressing, since 
there remains only a little more than twelve months for the 
transfer to a central public department of the immense 
business of printing now carried on through Parliament, 
the Stationery Office, and the separate Government depart- 
ments, together with the distributing business mainly 
conducted through Messrs. Wymans. As _ regards the 
desirability of the transfer, there can, from the public stand- 
point, be no question ; or, if there were, it would surely be 
disposed of by the latest Report from the Parliamentary 
Select Committee on Publications and Debates’ Reports 
(H. of C. 321). 

The war has, for the first time in this country, made the 
Blue Book an article of popular consumption. Readers 
of this Supplement do not need to be reminded that, despite 
the large production and cost and the remarkable interest of 
many reports, the sale of parliamentary papers and other 
official publications has been absurdly small. Non-official 
initiative in regard to the Reports of the Poor Law Commis- 
ston may be said to have marked the opening of a new era; 





for before those documents found the public that was await - 
ing them only cight Reports of Royal Commissions in the 
previous lustrum had circulated to the extent of a thousand 
The war, as we know, created a special demand, and 
the Government in part, though only in part, rose to the 
The fact that 75,000 copies of the Foreign Office 
White Paper of August, 1914, were printed in its original 
ninepenny form, without introduction or other aid to the 
general reader, was a sufficient indication to the Government. 
The Penny Blue Book which followed has had a circulation 
of over a million, while the Bryce Report, owing to free 
distribution, has doubtless been scattered over the world in 
far larger numbers. The printing of recruiting posters and 
leaflets (22,000,000 of the latter had been issued by the 
middle of April) has added a new department to the industry, 
which has been further extended by the publication of the 
multiple literature relating to munition making, pensions, 
billeting, liquor, prices, the food supply, war economy, the 
new special services, and a hundred other emergency subjects. 
Everything, indeed, combined to make the improved 
organisation of official printing and distributing a very 
urgent matter, and yet the first thing we are told in the 
report of the Sclect Committee is that the new building 
of the Stationery Office in Stamford Street, Blackfriars, 
“erected for the growing developments of the department, 
has been diverted to a most useful purpose in connection 
with the provision for wounded soldiers and is now known 
as the King George Hospital,” and as a result the work of the 
Stationery Office continues to be scattered. The needs of 
the wounded, of course, are paramount; but was there no 
building available which could be more easily spared ? 

Many of the facts relating to official publishing now 
summarised by the Select Committee are very instructive. 
We are told, for example, that just over forty years ago a 
Select Committee recommended the establishment of a 
central sale depot, under the control of the Stationery Office, 
for the distribution of all Government publications, It is 
hardly surprising that such a recommendation should not 
have been adopted in the dark days of 1874; but even so, it 
is somewhat startling to learn that, from 1887, Eyre & Spot- 
tiswoode secured the contract upon the basis of the highest 
tenders submitted, with a premium of £3,650. Later 
conditions have been different, and Messrs. Wymans com- 
plain that the contract involved a loss to them for four years, 
and that not until the eighth year did the revenue become 
level with the expenditure. In Scotland, since 1912, the 
Government acts as its own publisher. A two years’ 
experimental period has shown a good financial result and 
improved sales, so that the contractor has now, apparently, 
been permanently eliminated. 

The defects of the contract system are all the more serious 
in view of the extraordinary development of the Government 
departments as educative and publicity concerns. The 
older kind of Blue Book, “ suited only and designed for 
publicists and the official classes,’’ occupies under modern 
conditions a place altogether subordinate to the newer sort 
of official publication—for instance, the leaflets of the Board 
of Agriculture or the public health departments and the 
increasingly varied and attractive literature sent out from the 
Board of Education. In regard to such products, the 
Committee rightly points out that a prime necessity of 
success is that “the agent of publicity shall be in close 
connection with the author.”’ Such a connection can only, 
it is clear, be established and maintained in a thoroughly 
co-ordinated department, and the Select Committee con- 
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cludes that the benefits assured to the public service “ are 
sufficiently great to justify the termination of the system 
of putting the sale agency up for competition.” The 
question of a Government Printing Department is deferred, 
presumably until the return of peace. 

Nothing is said by the Committee in reference to the 
machinery of distribution. The recommendation that “ the 
sale of Government papers be entrusted to the Stationery 
Office” covers only the first step. In the BLuE Boox 
SUPPLEMENT, when urging that the Government should 
suffer no more delay in taking over its own publishing, we 
have recalled the fact that nine years ago the Select Com- 
mittee recommended the sale of Government papers through 
the post offices. Since 1906 the functions of the Post Office 
have been greatly extended, and it is obvious that when we 
settle down again to the normal social life, one of the first 
tasks to be undertaken will be the reconstitution throughout 
the country of the local post offices so that they may conduct 
the multifarious business incidental to a society in the 
process of rebuilding itself. Under the gathering burden 
the existing post offices offer a more pitiable picture with 
every month that passes; but in a neighbourhood postal 
centre of the kind that we shall be forced to create, no part 
of the work should be more carefully organised than the 
exhibition and sale of the litcrature produced by the Govern- 


ment. 


OUR PRISONERS IN GERMANY 


The Treatment of Prisoners of War in England and Germany 
during the First Eight Months of the War. Misc. No. 12 
(1915). Cd. 7862. 1d. 

Note from the United States Ambassador transmitting a Report, 
dated June 8th, 1915, on the Conditions at present existing 
in the Internment Camp at Ruhbleben. Misc. No. 13 (1915). 
Cd. 7863. 1d. 

Correspondence with the United States Ambassador respecting 
the Treatment of British Prisoners of War and Interned 
Civilians in Germany. Misc. No. 14 (1915). Cd. 7959. 6d. 

Further Correspondence, etc. Misc. No. 15 (1915). Cd. 7961. 
24d. 

The first of these volumes is a handy summary of evidence 
previously printed. The most painful passages in it— 
above all, Major Vandeleur’s account of his terrible experi- 
ences after capture and at Crefeld—are already familiar, 
and there is abundant justification for the deductions drawn 
from the whole—namely, that while during the early months 
of the war the British Government was in every respect 
observing the letter and spirit of the Hague Convention, 
the German Government was systematically violating them. 
In some of the camps conditions were fairly satisfactory 
from the start; from others there were frequent reports of 
cruelty, semi-starvation, and discrimination against the 
British. :The rule that officer-prisoners should receive full 
pay was violated; the quarters and food of officers and 
men were wretchedly inadequate ; and the postal facilities 
were much less generous than those accorded to German 
prisoners here. Thanks, however, in part to the untiring 
efforts of the American Ambassador in Berlin and his 
colleagues, and in part also to the fact that the 
German Government has had more time to settle down 
to the work of providing for the enormous mass of 
prisoners on its hands, conditions now seem to have 
greatly improved. New buildings have been erected, as 
at Ruhleben, where there was gross overcrowding; new 
commandants with more enlightened ideas have in places 
been appointed ; officers and men have been sorted out ; 
and in certain camps where the atrocity of the food was due 
to the avarice of contractors the supply has been taken out 
of the contractors’ hands. At Ruhleben, for example, it is 
now run entirely by a co-operative organisation of prisoners. 
The three latest White Papers, in fact, are calculated to 
cheer somewhat those who have relatives and friends in 
Germany and who have been tortured by the earlier stories 
of hardship. Where camps are so numerous and scattered 








much must still depend upon the individual commandant - 
but most of these later reports from the American r presenta. 
tives lead to the conclusion that the amelioration of eon. 
ditions has been fairly general. Mr. Gerard himself, jy 
fact, says that there is no point now in basing complaints 
upon reports of conditions alleged to exist some months ago. 

Virtually all the British civilian prisoncrs are now interned 
at Ruhleben. There are 4,000 there. The June report 
leads off with the statement by Mr. Gerard that “ the deyo- 
tion to duty and uniform kindness of all the camp authorities 
has been wonderful, and the relations of our Embassy with 
them always most agreeable. It is impossible to conceive 
of better camp commanders than Graf Schwerin and Baron 
Taube.” Eight new barracks have been built; and as a 
hundred prisoners have been transferred to a sanatorium 
and another hundred released, the overcrowding is now 
greatly lessened. A large open space has been turned into 
a football field and golf course, and underneath the grand 
stand (in which religious services are held!) a theatre has 
been arranged. Plays by Shakespeare and Mr. Bernard 
Shaw have been performed, and a revue in which Mr. Shaw 
and Miss Marie Lloyd shared the honour of being the only 
contemporary figures. There is an educational department, 
a large library, a camp newspaper (printed), and a boiler- 
house where hot water is always obtainable. New latrines 
have been built ; beds have been installed in all the boxes ; 
the British “captain” of the camp has been given “ an 
office of two rooms, with a safe, desk, &c., in which he can 
conduct his correspondence ” ; and the prisoners have been 
allowed to organise a police force, which has “ greatly 
lessened the necessity for German soldiers in the camp.” 
The health of the prisoners is excellent, and the improvement 
in the food has nearly silenced all complaints. 

As for the military prisoners, the latest reports on officers’ 
camps are—with certain qualifications—equally favourable. 
At Mainz “ one and all the British officers spoke in the highest 
terms of their commanding officer, his kindness and courtesy, 
and said that they received every privilege which could be 
accorded them, considering their position.”” At Blanken< 
burg i/Mark the house where British officers are interned 
“is surrounded by attractive well-kept grounds, in which a 
tennis court has just been made. The house itself is as 
comfortable as any of the places where I saw interned 
officers in England, although the neighbourhood is not so 
attractive as that of Dryffyn Aled or Donington Hall... . 
The commandant is interested in his work and evidently 
does all he can to make conditions agreeable.”’ At Friedberg 
the officers have “a tennis court, a small football field, a 
bowling green, a place for outdoor gymnastics, and a garden 
plot containing some twenty small gardens ranged side by 
side.” The dining-rooms would “do credit to a clean 
unpretentious hotcl,” and the British officers said that 
“their treatment had been in every respect correct and 
generous.” At Danholm “the commandant promised to 
consider their wishes in regard to a special field for cricket. 
Tennis courts are already in use, and there is a large park 
in which the officers are permitted to walk. Officers are 
also permitted to fish from the shore of the islands.” The 
men, however, are far from being so uniformly satisfied with 
their treatment as the officers. As a general rule—though 
there are instances to the contrary—they make no complaint 
of their treatment by their guards. In some camps they 
have ample facilities for amusement; and at Géttingen 
(apparently a model camp, where there is a steam laundry 
‘‘on the premises”) the townsmen and University people 
take a keen interest in their welfare. But they almost 
universally complain of the insufficiency and distastefulness 
of their food. At the Wahn camp the British “ complained 
impressively that they were perpetually hungry ” (at this 
camp the guards are especially harsh to the British); and 
similar statements—though the men are said, as a rule, to 
look in good health—were frequent elsewhere. Mr. Gerard 
in a letter to Mr. Page respecting the Parchim camp appears 
to express the view that such complaints are inevitable : 

These men criticised the food, while admitting that there had been 
much recent improvement, but there is no more prospect that the 
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English soldier will ever be satisfied entirely with his food in Germany 
than that the German soldier will be satisfied with his in England. 


To some extent (though all the complaints of insufficient 
food cannot, on the Ambassador’s own showing, be explained 
by it) this must be true ; and there are one or two references 
in other communications which throw a certain light on it. 
For instance, there is a statcment that the proportion of 
liquid food is too large to be comfortable for the British, 
but that the French and Russians are used to it. At 
Altdamm, again, several Englishmen were punished for 
making fires—it was believed out of insubordination— 
in the barracks themselves. Mr. Jackson came along and 
explained to the commandant that the English merely 
desired to cook the raw herrings served out to them; for 
“Germans and Russians relish these herrings raw, but the 
English do not.” The juxtaposition of various nationalities 
must frequently be inconvenient. In the early stages of 
the war there are alleged to have been fights between 
English, Russians, and French, who accused cach other of 
not having done a fair share in the struggle. We do not 
know how much truth there is in this allegation. As far 
as we are aware, the only published piece of evidence which 
supports it is contained in a strangely disjointed and sloppy 
article written by an American after a visit to Ruhleben, 
which article our Government, for some reason which we 
are quite unable to guess, has thought it worth while to 
print and reprint. Whether or not these conflicts occurred 
at that time, nothing further of the kind is reported. But 
Mr. Michelson says that at Wahn (where the Russian prisoners 
are “ segregated as a sanitary precaution ”) 

I spoke to a group of British prisoners in one end of the building, 
and they told me that the air was bad because the windows were 
always shut at night. I also spoke to a sentry who was standing 
before the building, and he said it was not forbidden to have the 
windows open at night. He added, however, that one had to consider 
also the wishes of the French and Belgian prisoners in the matter of 
ventilation. 


Elsewhere Mr. Gerard remarks that officers of all nationalities 
are sometimes put in one room : 

I spoke to the authorities about this, not because any of the British 
officers objected, but because it was apparent that the British officers 
might desire to have the windows open at night and the others might 
prefer them closed ; but was told that this was a political move, ordered 
for the purpose of showing to the French, British, Belgian, and Russian 
officers that they really were not natural allies. 


It is a strange device. Even if it suecceded—which ap- 
parently it has not done—in “ showing” to the captives 
their supposed incompatibility, it is difficult to conceive 
how the German Government thought the views of prisoners 
were going to affect the course of the war. These un- 
pleasantnesses, however, do not loom very large in 
the reports. As a whole, as we have said, the record is 
one of improvement. ‘No British soldier,” says Mr. 
Gerard, “‘ needs clothes in Germany”; “I have never 
heard of any complaints with reference to any German 
hospital’; and “‘ we hope for an improvement ” in food. 
But the German Government still, apparently, refrains 
from fulfilling its Hague obligations as to pay; there are 
still local commandants who are unsatisfactory; and it 
seems too much to hope—in spite of the generous efforts of 
the Americans—for a thoroughly adequate food supply. 
Even, however, were things much better done than they are, 
the lot of these prisoners of war, scattered, often, amongst 
hosts of foreign comrades to whom they cannot speak, 
would still be a pitiful one. These intensely interesting 
White Papers are full of little sidelights upon their state of 
mind. At Siider-Zollhaus, for example, British working in 
the fields will not 

accept any payment for work done. They say that their Government 
pays them while they are prisoners of war, and they think that if they 
accept anything from any German individual their pay from their 
Government will be forfeited. 


Our Government might think it worth while (perhaps it 
has done so already ?) to reassure them. Nothing we can 
do to ameliorate their position should be omitted. 


STATE AID FOR FOOD PRODUCTION 
Departmental Committee on the Home Production of Food 
(England and Wales). Interim Report. Cd. 8048. 1d. 
a — on Food Production in Ireland. Report. 


Returns of the Produce of Crops in England and Wales, with 
Summaries for the United Kingdom,1914. Cd. 7954. 3jd. 

Return of Prices of Crops, Live Stock and Other Irish Agricultural 
Products, 1914. Cd. 7980. 6d. 

Acreage and Live Stock Returns of Scotland, with a Summary 
for the United Kingdom, 1914. Cd.7958. 54d. 

It is now nearly ten years since Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman’s “young lions” announced their party’s 
intention “to colonise England”; and it must be con- 
siderably more than that siace we had the agitation for the 
institution of enormous State granaries for last resort in 
war-time. The colonisation has not proceeded at any 
noticeable rate, and the granaries are still granaries in 
Spain; so that the outbreak of the Great War found us 
precisely where we were with respect to our dependence 
upon imports for our means of subsistence. It was only 
to be expected that the actual presence of War would stir 
us to some new preparation for action. We instituted 
committees. 

On August 26th Lord Selborne announced to a gathering 
of agricultural experts the purport of the then unpublished 
report of the Departmental Committee, presided over by 
Lord Milner, appointed “ to consider and report what steps 
should be taken by legislation or otherwise for the sole 
purpose of maintaining and, if possible, increasing the 
present production of food in England and Wales on the 
assumption that the war may be prolonged beyond the 
harvest of 19)6.” Their chief recommendation, according 
to Lord Selborne, was that “ farmers be offered a 45s. a 
quarter guarantee on wheat to commence from after next 
harvest—that is to say, the guarantee would begin to run 
after the harvest of 1916 and would run to the harvest of 
1920.” Lord Selborne later on explained that the returns 
of the acreage of wheat in 1915 had just come in, and showed 
that 500,000 acres in excess of 1913 had been planted. 
“I take 1913 because you will find the Milner Committee 
in their interim report made the same comparison for the 
reason that the figures of increase would not be so great as 
they would be in comparison with 1914, when the upward 
tendency had already commenced.” 

It is certainly strange to discover when we turn to the 
report as published that neither of these absurdities is 
correct. The obvious thing for the Committee to propose 
would be that the guarantee should run from 1916 to 1919, 
and not, as Lord Selborne so carefully states, from 1917 to 
1920. It is true that the report nowhere expressly states 
what is the four-year period intended, but it says that the 
cost of the guarantee would depend on “the course of 
wheat prices in the four years beginning with the harvest of 
1916,” and in another place that the guarantee would lead 
to a very substantial increase ia the area of wheat harvested 
in 1916, and to a further increase in the succeeding years,” 
and there is nowhere any reference to the period ending 
with the harvest of 1920. Lord Milner and his Committee 
are thus absolved from what appeared to be an unreasonable 
proposal. As to the second point, the reader of Lord 
Selborne’s speech would assume that the Committee had 
purposely ignored the figures of wheat area for 1914. In 
fact, the statements of the report are singularly vague 
and inaccurate. “* No exact forecast is possible, but it does 
not seem an over sanguine estimate that, if the guarantce 
were given the area cropped with wheat which is now 
just under 2,000,000 acres would be increased by at least 
another 1,000,000 acres next year. In that case we should 
have 4,000,000 to 5,000,000 quarters more wheat grown 
at home, or fully six weeks’ additional supply for the whole 
United Kingdom”: and then the report goes on to say 
that before the great fall in prices “the acreage under 
wheat in England and Wales was constantly well over 
3,000,000 and in one year at least as high as 4,200,000.” 

What are the facts? The wheat acreage of England and 
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Wales in 1914 was 1,807,498, and in 1913, 1,791,588. Scot- 
land and Ireland added 97,434 and 88,752 acres in these 
years. So it is very loose talk, whether the reference is 
to England and Wales or to the United Kingdom, to use the 
phrase, “ just under 2,000,000.” But the strangest thing 
of all is that the Minister for Agriculture, in a highly important 
speech on the report, had not been able to master what in 
fact the report recommended. 

It seems, then, that economic and possibly patriotic 
causes have already achieved nearly half the result which 
the Committee anticipated from the proposed guarantee. 
This is doubtless the fact which weighed with the Govern- 
ment in their decision to reject the recommendation of the 
report, but Lord Selborne did not state it clearly. When 
we examine the wheat acreage of the United Kingdom for 
the period 1904-1913 we find it has varied from 1,406,013 
in 1904 to 1,970,542 in 1912, and between the years 1904 
and 1905 there was a difference of no less than 428,653 
acres. It is clear, then, that it is easy for farmers to grow 
half a million acres of wheat more or less without breaking 
up grass or substantially altering their rotation of crops. 
Between 1918 and 1914 the arable land of the United King- 
dom actually declined by 17,550 acres, notwithstanding 
the increase of wheat by 114,364 acres; the total of corn 
crops was hardly altered, but less barley and oats were 
grown. Presumably the increase of wheat in 1915 will 
prove to be on the same lines, and will indicate no real 
improvement in farming. 

What England wants, not merely for the exigencies of 
this war, but for the proper utilisation of its land, is large 
scale ploughing up of rough pasture. No one proposes, 
and the report expressly disclaims the idea, that rich per- 
manent pasture land should be turned to uses for which 
it is less fitted. ‘The only method,” says the report, 
“ of effecting a substantial increase in the gross production 
of food in England and Wales for the harvest of 1916 and 
later consists in restoring to arable cultivation some of the 
poorer grass-land which has been laid down since the 
’seventies.” The Committee believed that their proposal 
to guarantee 45s. a quarter for wheat would effect this, and, 
on the whole, we regret the decision of the Government to 
reject the plan ; although it may be admitted that a bounty 
on wheat might merely lead to its substitution for barley 
andoats. The Committee had evidently considered this con- 
tingency, since they put forward a somewhat complex 
scheme, by which only those farmers would be entitled to 
the guarantee who had increased their arable cultivation 
by at lIcast one-fifth over a similar area in 1918, or, in the 
alternative, to farmers who grew wheat on one-fifth of their 
total area under grass and annual crops. (It was this 
proposal that led Lord Selborne into his curious statement 
about the use of the statistics for 1913.) If it should prove 
that the wheat increase of 1915 has resulted merely from a 
change of arable crops, there will be no actual addition to 
the food production of the country, and the opportunity 
afforded by the war of effecting an improvement in our 
agriculture will have been lost. 

The English Report is unanimous. The Irish Report 
characteristically includes six reservations and notes, and 
a minority report by Sir Horace Plunkett. The main 
proposal is for a guarantee price of wheat and oats for one 
year only: a wise minority advocates three years. As the 
acreage of Irish wheat was only 36,913 in 1914 and 86,530 
in 1915, it is not, relatively, a very important item in the 
present emergency. The reference of the Irish Committee 
was the same as that of the English : to consider the increase 
of food production in 1916 and onwards ; and the Committee 
seem to have spent most of their energy discussing the topic 
of agricultural co-operation, the battle over which was 
described in THe NEw Statesman of September 4th last. 
The recommendations will presumably share the fate of 
those of the English Committee, and we have no space to 
~ analyse them fully here. Nor, in view of the changed cir- 


cumstances created by the war, need we at present enter 
into the details of the 1914 statistics of prices and produce, 
the issue of which is recorded above. 


WAR GRANTS, PENSIONS, AND 
EMPLOYMENT FOR DISABLED 


Special Report and Second Special Report from the Select Com- 
mittee on Naval and Military Services (Pensions and Grants), 
together with the Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes of 
Evidence, and Appendices. H. of C. 196. 2s. 3d. 

Report of the Committee upon the Provision of Employment for Sailors 
and Soldiers disabled in the War. Cd. 7915. 14d. 

Quite apart from the Reports themselves, the evidence 
and appendices in the first of these volumes make it a most 
useful source of information on many social questions, 
Among the witnesses examined were Mr. Secbohm Rown- 
tree, Dr. Marion Philips, Miss M. C. Matheson, Mr. Robert 
Smillie, Mr. Harry Gosling, and the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, besides representatives of most of the larger Govern- 
ment departments. Memoranda, handed in by Mr. Mac- 
namara and reprinted among the Appendices, give a clear 
statement of the position as to pensions and allowances at 
the time of the enquiry. Another appendix shows the 
membership of the chief trade unions and the number of 
members who had enlisted, and the same is done for the 
L.C.C. and the Port of London Authority. The Women’s 
Labour League, in addition to drastic criticism of the 
Government’s measures, presents a series of working-class 
budgets for various parts of the country. These are only a 
few of the many points dealt with in the Appendices and 
discussed at length in the evidence. 

As the result of its enquiry the Committee suggested various 
alterations in the regulations then in force. In outline its 
scheme is as follows. Under the heading of separation 
allowances it proposed that the lowest rate of separation 
allowance in the Army should be as before, 12s. 6d. per week 
for wives, but that the allowances for children should be 
altered to 5s. for the first child, instead of 2s. 6d.; 3s. 6d. 
for the second child, instead of 2s. 6d.; and 2s. for each 
subsequent child, instead of 2s. 6d. for the third and 2s. for 
subsequent children. Motherless children should receive 
5s. instead of 8s. 7d. It proposed also to raise the existing 
naval rates for children. No difference should be made 
between marriage before or after enlistment, and in the 
case of dependents the maximum allowance might be 
increased to the amount which would have been payable 
had the first dependent been a wife and the others children. 
For pensions it proposed that the scale for a widow should 
be raised to 10s., increasing at the age of 85 to 12s. 6d., and 
to 15s. at the age of 45. For children, whether legitimate 
or illegitimate, the scale should be raised to 5s. for the first, 
3s. 6d. for the second child, and 2s. for subsequent children, 
more being added if the mother is over 35. Motherless 
children should receive a pension of 5s. a week each. Pen- 
sions to dependents, it suggested, should be settled by some 
organisation (in the second Report the organisation proposed 
is a reconstituted Royal Patriotic Fund Association—the 
Bill for which has since been suspended by the Lords), which 
should frame schemes for pensions or grants to be made after 
the 26 weeks’ allowance from the notification of death. The 
object of the schemes should be to secure to the dependent 
the same benefit as was afforded by the deceased during 
his lifetime, with the important proviso that the amount 
shall not exceed the amount of a widow’s pension. For 
disablement the Committee proposed a pension of 25s. a 
week, arrangement for the distribution of the charge being 
made with societies and funds under the Insurance Act. 
For partial disablement a proportionate rate should be paid 
(never less than 10s. 6d. for the loss of a limb or eye), so that 
with wages the claimant would receive 25s. Where earning 
capacity is totally destroyed, children should receive 2s. 6d. 
a week with a proportionate rate for partial disablement. 

It is expected that these increases in allowances would 
relieve various voluntary funds, and over the question of 
supplementary grants it is suggested that voluntary associa- 
tions should adopt scales laid down by the above-mentioned 
new organisation. It is particularly pointed out that, though 
allowances and pensions to children should cease at 16 years, 
they should be allowed to be continued above that age on 
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the recommendation of the Local Education Authority in the 
case of apprentices or of children being educated at secondary 
schools or universities. Old soldiers and sailors and their 
widows should be employed wherever possible in Govern- 
ment service, their wages being fixed without any regard to 
the pensions they may receive. The question of pensions 
for widows, orphans, and dependents of officers is reserved 
for a future report—since published. 

The Report of the Disabled Sailors and Soldicrs Committee 
divides its enquiry into the following heads : (1) the methods 
for the restoration of the disabled; (2) the provision of 
surgical appliances ; (3) training for a fitting occupation ; 
(4) the finding of suitable employment. 

It is admitted at once in the Report that the obligation of 
the State towards the disabled does not cease with the award 
of a pension : that it is incumbent upon it not only as far as 
possible to restore health, but also to find suitable employ- 
ment. Up to April 15th the number of non-commissioned 
officers and men discharged from the Army as disabled was 
2,874, from the Navy 103. The greatest number were 
incapacitated through wounds to the leg not necessitating 
amputation, followed, in the order given, by heart disease, 
wounds to the arm not necessitating amputation, eyesight 
eases, injuries to hand not necessitating amputation, and 
wounds to leg necessitating amputation. The average rate 
of discharge was 1,000 per month; even if it rose to 1,500, 
the total discharge by the end of December would not be 
more than 16,000, a smaller figure than one would be led 
to expect from the casualty lists. 

It would scem that up to the time of the Report little was 
done for a patient after he was discharged from the Army. 
The Report rightly suggests that a wider responsibility 
should be undertaken. 

As to the training of men for new employment the 
Committee advises that this should be done as far as possible 
in the localities in which the men reside. It deprecates the 
setting up of Special institutions, partly on the ground that 
they would remove the men from their home surroundings, 
but also because of the expense involved in such temporary 
expedients. Whether the Committee is well advised in 
taking up this attitude is very doubtful. 

To deal with the whole question of treatment after dis- 
charge, training, and the finding of employment it is proposed 
that a central committee should be formed under the 
direction of a Government department, with representatives 
from various Government departments, from employers, 
from trade unions, and from existing voluntary agencies. 
Under this central committee local committees could be 
formed where necessary, which later might be used in con- 
nection with the employment of ex-soldiers and sailors, 
whether disabled or not. The point, however, is only 
touched on by the Report, without any opinion being given, 
as this wider question was outside the scope of the Com- 
mittee’s references. The Report refers to various schemes 
of land settlement for the disabled. Without condemning 
such proposals, it refuses to discuss them as they are all at 
present of too tentative a nature. 


THE VITAL STATISTICS OF ENGLAND 


AND WALES 

Seventy-sixth Annual Report of the Registrar-General of Births, 
wry and Marriages in England and Wales, 1913. Cd. 7780. 
The population of England and Wales at the middle of 
1913 is estimated to have been 36,919,339—males numbering 
17,857,014 and females 19,062,325. This estimate has been 
arrived at on the assumption of a continuance of increase by 
geometrical progression at the rate experienced during 
1901-1911. But experience shows that the rate of natural 
imcrease has fallen since 1911, while there has been an in- 
crease of the loss due to emigration. In view of these con- 
siderations the assumption hitherto made is open to such 
serious objections that in future years it will be necessary to 
frame an estimate upon the natural increase of population 


and the net effect of migration. Had the estimate for 1918 
been so framed it would have been lower by some 310,000 than 
that given above. 

Marriages corresponded to a rate of 15-5 persons married 
per 1,000 population at all ages. This rate was equal to 
that in 1912 and to the average rate in the decade 1901-1910. 
The mean age of men at marriage was 29-1, and of women 
26-8. Marriages according to the rites of the Established 
Church, which have been steadily declining for many years, 
were at the rate of 602 per 1,000 marriages ; civil marriages 
have risen to 217 per 1,000. 

Births numbered 881,890, corresponding to a rate of 23-9 
per 1,000 living; this rate was -1 per 1,000 more than that 
recorded in 1912, but was 8-3 per 1,000 below the average of 
the low rates in the ten years 1901-1910. Considerable 
variation is shown by different parts of the country, the 
highest rate being 26-9 in Wales, and the lowest 21-8 in the 
southern counties of England, including London. The 
proportion of male to female births was as 1,088 to 1,000. 
The illegitimate birth rate, 4-3 per cent. of total births, was 
the same as in the previous year. 

The number of deaths registered during 1918 was 504,975, 
corresponding to a rate of 13-7 per 1,000 population, which 
is -4 higher than that of the preceding year, but is lower than 
any recorded previous to 1910. The deaths of infants under 
one year of age were 18-9 per cent. of the total deaths, corre- 
sponding to a rate of 108 per 1,000 births, as compared with 
95 per 1,000 in 1912. Wide ranges of variation are shown 
by different areas, the rate for the aggregate of county 
boroughs being 124, and for ail rural districts 88. The 
county boroughs which showed the highest rates were 
Wigan 180, Burnley 174, Stoke-on-Trent 171, Preston 160, 
St. Helens 156, and Blackburn 148. Those with the lowest 
rates were Bournemouth 63, Eastbourne 70, Bath 76, 
Reading’ 81, Southampton 82, Hastings 83, Devonport 88, 
Worcester 88, and Gloucester 89. The rate in London was 
106, in Birmingham 129, in Liverpool 133, in Manchester 
129, in Sheffield 128, in Leeds 185, and in Bristol 96. Having 
regard to size and conditions, Bristol undoubtedly carries 
off the palm of honour, and is to be further congratulated 
upon having a standardised general death-rate of only 12-6. 
In Scotland the infant mortality rate in 1918 was 110, and 
in Ireland 97. These figures by themselves demonstrate the 
appalling and needless waste of infant life which is occurring 
in most of our large towns. The most frequent causes of 
death under one year of age are, in order, developmental and 
wasting diseases, premature birth, diarrhoea and enteritis, 
and bronchitis and pneumonia. 

As regards specific diseases, enteric fever was responsible 
for a total of 1,505 deaths, corresponding to a rate of 41 per 
million living, which is the lowest yet recorded. Measles 
caused 10,644 deaths, a number below the average. Deaths 
from scarlet fever numbered 2,100; the prevalence of this 
disease has shown little tendency to decrease during recent 
years, but its virulence has steadily diminished, and the case 
death-rate in the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums 
Board was only 1-2 per cent. in 1918. Whooping cough 
caused 5,458 deaths, a mortality very much lower than any 
previously recorded. Deaths from diphtheria numbered 
4,494, the rate being lower than that of any previous year 
except 1912. Previous to the introduction of antitoxic 
serum treatment the proportion of deaths was 804 per 1,000 
admissions to the Metropolitan Asylums Board hospitals, 
but in 1918 it was only 65 per 1,000. Deaths from influenza 
were 6,894. 

The total deaths from all forms of tuberculosis were 
49,476, which is fewer by 575 than those in 1912. The 
death-rate was lower than that in any previous year, but the 
disease is still responsible for 9-8 per cent. of the mortality 
from all causes. The mortality of males exceeded that of 
females by about one-third. The excess, as in former years, 
was far greater in town than country, being 68 per cent. in 
London, 41 per cent. in the county boroughs, 26 per cent. in 
the smaller towns, and only 8 per cent. in the rural districts. 
The specially adverse effect of town conditions upon males 
does not, however, begin to show itself until above the age 
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of 15, about which age work may be assumed to begin. The 
explanation suggested by the Registrar-General is that the 
women’s sphere of activity being so largely her own house- 
hold, whether in town or country, she is less affected by the 
difference in the two environments than the man, who 
probably exchanges an outdoor life in the country for an 
indoor occupation in town. For phthisis alone, the crude 
death-rate per million was 1,335 in London, 1,198 in the 
aggregate of county boroughs, and 742 in rural districts. 

Deaths from cancer or malignant disease numbered 
38,939, the mortality of males was 947 per million living, as 
compared with 913 in 1912, and that of females 1,155, as 
compared with 1,117. In the case of each sex these rates 
are the highest on record. Mortality in rural districts is 
appreciably less than in urban areas, but it is conceivable 
that this may be due to the better facilities for diagnosis in 
urban areas, where a much larger proportion of the deaths 
occur in institutions in which post-mortem examination is 
the rule rather than, as in private practice, the exception. 
A new and interesting table is given showing the relation 
between the marital condition and cancer of the female 
organs. During the three years 1911-1913 the mortality of 
the unmarried from cancer of the breast exceeded that of 
the married by 45 per cent. ; but from cancer of the uterus 
the married suffered from a mortality 73 per cent. greater 
‘than the single. 

An interesting table is given showing the number of deaths 
in various classes of institutions. In England and Wales as 
a whole 10-9 per cent. of all deaths in 1913 occurred in work- 
houses and workhouse infirmarics ; 8 per cent. occurred in 
hospitals, and 2-2 per cent. in lunatic and idiot asylums. In 
London the proportion of deaths in institutions is much 
higher, amounting to 46-5 per cent. for males and 40-9 per 
cent. for females, as against 23-5 and 18-8 for the country at 
large. 

Some supplementary statistics are included for the United 
Kingdom. The population in the middle of 1913 was 
46,026,483 ; the births numbered 1,102,533, and the deaths 
652,742. The net loss by migration was 203,611. 

Deaths from accident and negligence numbered 15,811 ; of 
these, 1,059 occurred in coal mines, 2,420 were attributed to 
drowning, 2,971 were due to falls, and 836 occurred on 
railways. Deaths definitely attributed to motor vehicles 
were 1,104, and there were 686 deaths from “ other and 
undefined ”’ vehicles as well as 581 from horse-drawn vehicles 
and horses. Deaths from burning and scalding were—males 
876, females 1,227, the great majority being children under 
ten years of age. Deaths from suffocation in bed numbered 
1,180, of whom 1,159 were infants under one year of age 
Thirteen deaths were due to injury by bull or cow, 14 to 
football, and 8 to blow from a cricket-ball. Suicide was the 
cause of death of 2,596 males, of whom 6 were under 15 years 
of age, and of 918 females, of whom two were under 15. Among 
males hanging was the method by far the most frequently 
selected, and among women poisoning and drowning. There 
were 198 coroners’ verdicts of murder, and 122 of man- 
slaughter. In some respects the section on violent deaths 
is not up to the high standard of the earlier parts of the 
volume. The system of classification, for example, has not 
been revised for many years, and now needs modification in 
important directions in order to meet the requirements of 
social changes. 


LICENCES AND DRUNKENNESS 

Statistics as to the Operation and Administration of the Laws 
relating to the Sale of Intoxicating Liquor in England and 
Wales for the year 1914. Cd. 7981. Is. 3d. 

The theory of the dominant school of temperance reformers 
is that drunkenness is related to the number of public-houses, 
and that the line of reform is reduction of licences. To 
this policy both Front Benches are more or less committed, 
the Liberals by frustrated intentions, the Conservatives by 
their Act of 1904. But every year the Home Office publishes 
a volume of statistics to show that the actual facts of drunk- 
enness bear no relation to the number of licences, and, 





indeed, point in the other direction. For example, on- 
licences have decreased steadily from 95,517 in 1908 (27-24 
per 10,000 population) to 87,660 in 1914 (23-50 per 
10,000). Convictions for drunkenness were 186,693 in 1908, 
161,407 in 1910, 188,877 in 1913, 183,828 in 1914. An 
elaborate table gives the number of on-licences and the 
number of convictions for drunkenness in proportion to 
population for each county, which shows that extreme 
drunkenness very frequently corresponds with few licences and 
vice versa. Of the 52 counties listed, Middlesex, Glamorgan, 
Essex, and Northumberland have fewest licences, and rank 
41, 51, 26, and 52 in order of drunkenness. Northumberland, 
lowest but three in licences, is top with 119-13 cases of 
drunkenness, nearly double Glamorgan (61-52), which comes 
next, and Durham (56), which comes fourth. Huntingdon, 
Cambridge, and Oxford have most licences to population, 
Oxford, Rutland, and Cambridge least drunkenness. 

Towns tell much the same tale. West Ham has fewer 
licences per population than any of the 79 towns listed, 
except Bournemouth; but in drunkenness it ranks No, 
71, only 8 from the top. Yarmouth is 73 in the number of 
its licences and 4 in the order of sobriety. London City has 
more licences and more drunkenness than any other place, 
but this is accounted for by the difference between its day 
and night population. 

It is unnecessary to add that we do not suggest that 
drunkenness is the result of sparsity of public-houses ; but 
we do say that, in face of these figures, those reformers who 
expect to banish drunkenness by shutting up a few more 
public-houses appear to be on the wrong tack. It is easier 
to reduce licences than to rebuild the slum villages of our 
mining districts : but as long as we permit the squalor and 
ugliness of our coalfields, their inhabitants will drink and 
gamble to their own destruction and to the degradation of 
their families. 

Since Mr. Balfour’s Act came into force 11,818 licences 
have been extinguished, and 2,367 new clubs have been 
registered. The figures for drunkenness are not given for any 
year earlier than 1908, and statistics are so tricky that it 
would not be safe to quote them from any other source. It 
is a gain to the nation that nearly 10,000 fewer premises, 
with their attendant persons, are occupied in purveying 
liquor, but whether there is much other gain may be doubted. 

Under the Intoxicating Liquor (Temporary Restriction) 
Act, 1914, 623 licensed premises and clubs were closed for 
consumption of alcohol, and “ numerous” closing orders 
were made by the military and naval authorities under the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations. Whether the war will 
make the country more drunken or more sober, or whether 
it will have any effect at all in this matter, remains to be 
seen, 


* LUXURIES ” 


Public Museums: Return from January Ist to December 31st, 
1914, from ail Public Museums, including the Tower of 
London, Victoria Galleries and Botanical Gardens, in or near 
London and in Edinburgh and in Dublin. H. of L. 125. 
1915. 24d. 

Return, British Museum, 1915. H. of C. 288. 11d. 

Fifty-eighth Annual Report of the Trustees of the National Portrait 
Gallery, 1914-15. Cd. 7984. 14d. 

Eighth Report to the Secretary for Scotland by the Board of 
Trustees for the Nationa] Galleries of Scotland. Cd. 7946. 1}d. 

Report for the Year 1914 on the Victoria and Albert Museum 
and the Bethnal Green Museum. Cd. 7947. 4d. 

Reports for the Year 1914 on the Science Museum and on the 
Geological Survey of the Museum of Practical Geology. 
Cd. 7948. 54d. 

This year Museums and art-galleries have been 
out of the public eye by the torrid blast of Bellona’s breath. 
Some of them have even had their allowances reduced. 
But even those who contend that they are luxuries must 
certainly admit that they are luxuries which are very widely 
appreciated: and, unlike sables and Havana cigars, they 
have the merit of being as accessible to the dustman as 
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they are to the duke. At this very moment anyone who 
cares to go to the “ B.M.” or the National Gallery will find 
it thronged with private soldiers in uniform ; and if pleasure 
could be measured (a subject which has been frequently 
canvassed by poets, the course of whose arguments are, 
all too often, dictated by the exigencies of rhyme) it might 
well be found that money spent upon public institutions 
of this kind produces more innocent enjoyment per pound 
than money spent in any other way. An interesting sum- 
mary of the numbers of people who visited the principal 
museums last year is given in what is known as the Sudeley 

Return. At the British Museum, for example, there were 

nearly 1,100,000 visitors, of whom a quarter were “ special 

students.” The National Gallery and the Tate were closed 
all the summer; but there were 407,234 visitors to the 

Bethnal Green Museum, 185,650 to the Imperial Institute, 
47,610 to the Museum of Practical Geology, 184,951 to the 

London Museum, 122,806 to the National Portrait Gallery, 
444,955 to the Natural History Museum, nearly 600,000 
to the Victoria and Albert Museum, and 75,204 to the 

Wallace Collection. In Edinburgh, Dublin, and the pro- 

vinces the magnitude of the attendances was equally striking. 

Lord Sudeley’s main idea in getting the Return, however, 
is to discover where official guides demonstrators are 
employed, and to how great an extent the public avails 
itself of their services. These guides are now fairly genera! 
in London; and the fact that in the year 20,299 peopl 
used them in the British Museum and 14,009 in the Natural 
History Museum indicates that there are large numbers of 
people to whom a vocal explanatory catalogue commends 

itself. 

The British Museum reports a satisfactory year, though 
the war hit the attendances, diminished the staff, and made 
it necessary to remove many of the “ valuables ” to “ safes 
and strong rooms” owing to the terror that stalketh by 
night. May, 1914, saw the opening of the fine extension 
building, officially known as King Edward the Seventh’s 
Galleries. The new acquisitions were numerous and 
precious. In all 385,103 “ objects ” were newly incorporated 
in the collections, newspapers accounting for more than 
half this number, and books and pamphlets (apart from 
serials and parts) numbering 32,539—or nearly a hundred 
a day! Under the Hazlitt bequest a fund of £10,000 
for the purchase of Early English printed books accrued to 
the Museum. Lady Layard bequeathed the whole of 
the diplomatic papers and general correspondence of her 
husband, Sir A. H. Layard (including certain papers which 
are, for some time, to be withheld from public access at the 
request of the Foreign Office); and Scott’s Polar journals 
were deposited, it is hoped permanently. The incunabula 
acquired included over 80 purchased at the Dunn sale ; 
and among the new manuscripts were Autograph Poems 
by Wordsworth (“Two Voices are There’), Blanco White 
(the sonnet on Night), and Walt Whitman. Of more 
modern interest are a series of autograph letters from 
Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen on the Chinese Revolution of 1909-1910, 
and a letter from Prince Bismarck relating to the Scottish 
Covenant. Did he regard it as a scrap of paper? Several 
large collections of Egyptian and Assyrian antiquities 
were acquired, including a valuable bequest from the 
late H. F. B. Lynch. 

The great event in the year for the Victoria and Albert 
Museum was the gift by Auguste Rodin of a magnificent 
collection of his own sculptures. Sir L. Selby-Bigge writes 
a prefatory note about it: the sculptures, given in honour 
of the military comradeship of M. Rodin’s country and 
ours, were selected by the artist with the special object of 
providing “a series representative of a wide range of his 
art.” The special thanks of the Board of Education ai 
also accorded to Mr. Harvey Hadden, who presented the 
museum with the Studley Royal bow! and another fine 
specimen of Early English silver-work. In the Indian 
section an interesting exhibition was held of the paintings 
of the new Calcutta School of painters. In the report of 
the Science Museum, as might be expected, war figures 
considerably. The attendance fell off, partly owing “ to 


the absence of foreign visitors (other than refugees).”’ 
Various objects relating to warfare have been brought 
together in a “ Special Warfare Collection.” These include 
models of warships and aircraft. ‘“‘'The enemy’s aircraft 
are represented by a general model of the Rumpler-Taube 
monoplane, which was the chief German Army machine 
at the beginning of the war, and by a diagram drawing of a 
Zeppelin airship. There are also exhibits of small arms 
and range-finders ; models of field bridges, an experimental 
Maxim gun, and photographs of bullets in flight. The 
officers of the Geological Survey, in addition to the prose- 
cution of their ordinary work, have been busy corresponding 
with camps about water-supplics. ‘his led to the pub- 
lication of a Museum Guide, in which the geology of the 
South of England and the neighbouring part of the Con- 
tinent is described in non-technical language, with a view 
especially to illustrating sites to be tried or to be avoided 
for the purpose named.” There were also many enquirics 
as to “ British sources of certain minerals which had hitherto 
been imported from Germany or elsewhere, and especially 
for sands suitable for glass-making, silica ware, ete.” The 
collecting of British sands suited for various purposes was 
begun. — 

The Report of the National Portrait Gallery announces 
that plans for the much-needed extension of the Gallery 
have been approved, and the work of redecoration con- 
tinued. Among the portraits acquired were Watts’s of Lord 
Roberts, Mr. John Lavery’s of the King, the Queen and the 
Prince of Wales, Mr. Sargent’s of Octavia Hill, and a bust of 
the late W. H. Smith, who, in the list, is described with quaint 
accuracy as “ Statesman, newsagent, and bookseller.” “ It 
was hoped,” says the Keeper, 
that in the course of the year the rearrangement of the Collections 
which had been in progress for the past three years would be com- 
pleted. But the necessity of protecting the gallery, so far as possible, 
first against outrage by female agitators, and later from damage by 
German aerial attack, put an end to these hopes. 


The Germans have yet to score their first hit at the Gallery, 
but “on July 16th, 1914, the portrait of Thomas Carlyle, 
by Sir J. E. Millais, was attacked by a woman with a butcher's 
cleaver.” Six of the ten pages of the Scottish Report 
consist of financial accounts. The acquisitions recorded 
look unexciting ; among those made by the Portrait Gallery 
were a water-colour drawing of Carlyle by Mrs. Allingham, 
and a silhouette Portrait of Burke the Murderer. 


IRISH DEPARTMENTS 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 
Report for 1913-14. Cd. 7839. 2s. 2d. 

Summary of Proceedings under Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 
1906, etc. Cd. 7846. 5d. 

Report of the Departmental Committee on the Irish Pig-Breeding 
Industry. Cd. 7890. 2)}d. 

Report of the Congested Districts Board, 1913-14. Cd. 7865. 4d. 

Report of Proceedings under Ireland Development Grant Act, 1903. 
Cd. 7936. 4d. 

Report of Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland for 1913-14. 
Cd. 7563. 11d. 


The extraordinary diversity of the activities of the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland and of the 
Congested Districts Board for Ireland renders an estimate of their 
total efforts almost impossible. In the year ended March 31st, 
1914, the Department spent £189,387 on agriculture, and £137,494 
on science and art. An additional £261,804 was spent from the 
Endowment Fund. The General Cattle Diseases Fund absorbed 
another £9,597, while the Pleuro-Pneumonia Account required 
£22,977. 

The expenditure of these sums touches Irish life ata thousand 
points. A substantial start (8,656 acres) is being made with 
afforestation under three schemes, the land having been acquired 
by means of advances from the Development Commissioners, 
This body has also advanced £63,675 for experiments in tobacco 
production, which were begun in 1914 and will extend over a 
period of at least ten years. There has been a substantial advance 
in the work of the Agricultural Branch of the Department, which 
employed 138 instructors in agriculture, horticulture, bee-keeping. 
poultry-keeping and butter-making, and, in addition, eight 
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demonstrators in various subjects. There were 256 male and 
264 female students in residence at the agricultural institutions 
of the Department. Experiments were conducted in the growing 
of flax, sugar beet, in the feeding of live stock, and in many other 
directions. The multitudinous doings of the Department further 
include varied experiments of the Plant Breeding, Chemical and 
Veterinary Divisions. Up to September 30th, 1914, the total 
amount granted to Credit Societies was £18,592. Over 200 loans, 
amounting to £5,000-£6,000, are annually granted for the pur- 
chase of bulls. In 1914, £1,757 was issued in loans and £1,793 
in subsidies for the of stallions; 482 loans, amounting 
to £6,457, were made towards the purchase of agricultural 
implements and machines before this scheme was suspended on 
July 31st, 1914. Other loans were issued for fencing, hay barns, 
meal mills, scutch mills, village halls, and fruit trees. 

In addition to the 8,653 acres acquired by means of the Develop- 
ment grant, 5,387 acres were acquired (up to September 30th, 
1914) for the same purpose under the Land Purchase Acts, and 
162} acres had already been planted. A further advance from 
the Development Fund has been applied for. 

The Technical Instruction Branch reports 18,758 male students 
and 26,619 young women attending urban and county schools 
and classes in non-agricultural subjects. There were 13,400 
pupils in 271 secondary schools working under the Department’s 
programme. The Report regrets that the popular and useful 
subject, Manual Instruction, is not on the programme of the 
Intermediate Education Board, and therefore earns no grants. 
The Branch awards a large number of scholarships, the variety of 
which is indicated by the fact that the paragraph on its Commer- 
cial Scholarships tenable at the London School of Economics is 
followed by particulars ov: the award of other scholarships for 
crochet-work and sprigging. 

The Fisheries Branch has to chronicle a continued decline, both 
in the quantity of fish landed and the number of men and boats 
engaged in fishing. The value at places of landing of the total 
capture was estimated at £358,547, excluding salmon and the 
product of the whaling industry. Nearly half the value of the 
total capture was accounted for by herrings. The spring mackerel 
season was the worst on record, and the autumn season was also 
bad. The number of vessels engaged was 5,093 (salmon fishing 
excluded), and 17,823 men and 251 boys were employed. 

The proceedings of the Department under the Fertilisers and 
Feeding Stuffs Act, etc., add still more to the variety of its 
doings. Seeds are tested, notices are served upon the growers 
of five plants which the Department may declare ‘“ noxious ” 
(7,715 such notices were served in 1914), upon receipt of which 
the weeds in question have to be destroyed. Orders are made to 
prevent the introduction and spread of harmful insects, fungi, 
or other pests, and feeding stuffs are examined and sellers of 
unsuitable mixtures are dealt with rigorously. 

The Department’s Report on Pig-Breeding throws cold water 
on the idea that the unsystematic breeder, who only sets to work 
when pork is dear, is able to obtain good results. Several 
suggestions are made on feeding. It is proposed to increase the 
price paid by the Department for suitable boars. The large 
white Ulster breed is recommended for the trade of the Ulster 
counties and of Louth ; for the rest of Ireland the large York 
breed is advised. 

The Report of the Congested Districts Board for 1913-14 is 
seriously delayed ; we are told that the Report of 1914-15 is to 
be expected shortly. During 1913-14 the Board agreed to 
purchase estates to the value of £967,030, making a total under 
the Land Act of 1909 (exclusive of bonus) of £4,586,729. The 
total acreage of the estates to be sold under the Act of 1909 is 
1,182,512, of which about 200,000 acres are untenanted. The 
Report explains that the decline in mackerel fishing, already 
mentioned, is due to the quantities of spring mackerel landed in 
Cornish ports and in Milford Haven. Irish spring mackerel is 
now generally pickled for the U.S.A. markets, where it attempts 
to compete against the superior quality Norwegian autumn 
mackerel. The Board’s Lace and Crochet classes were not so 
well attended, largely on account of the increasing quantity of 
Austrian lace in competition with Irish. A few knitting and 
embroidery classes, especially in Donegal, have made good 


earnings. 
The Parliamentary vote for 1914-15 of £185,000 under the 
Irish Development Grant Act, 1903, was expended as follows : 


To Public Trustee ‘a ve ie £5,000 
To Congested Districts Board .. - 10,000 
To Guarantee Fund to satisfy claim of 

National Debt Commissioners a 160,000 
To Congested Districts Board .. aa 10,000 


Total Statutory Payments for 1914-15 £185,000 


ae 


The miscellaneous array of services undertaken by the Com- 
missioners of Public Works includes the erection of buildings for 
Government purposes, the repair, etc., of harbours, arterial 
drainage, coast protection works, the issue of loans to public 
authorities and to landowners for improvements of various 
descriptions, and the restoration and protection of ancient 
monuments. In 1913-14 the total amount advanced to bor- 
rowers was £402,223 ; while the principal repaid was £441,536, 
and the interest paid was £342,013. The total expenditure from 
Parliamentary Votes and Grants was £422,038. The 
contains some interesting plans and descriptions of the ancient 
monuments which have been under repair. 


THE INDIAN BUDGET 
East India. Indian Financial Statement and Budget for 1915-16, 
and discussions thereon in the Legislative Council of the 
Governor-General. H. of C. 233. 2s. 5d. 
Home Accounts of the Government of India. H. of C.226. 64d. 

There are three distinct points of great interest in the 
Blue Book presenting the Indian Budget for 1915-16, 
There is first in the speech of the Finance Member a full 
and lucid account of the general effects of the war upon 
Indian trade and finance, and the measures taken to meet 
the crisis. In the second place there is the budget itself, 
Thirdly, there are the extraordinarily interesting speeches 
of the Indian members of Council, which range over a great 
variety of subjects in this annual oratorical saturnalia, as 
Sir William Meyer calls it. 

On the whole, it may be truly said that the war has 
shown the essential soundness of Indian finance. Its out- 
break fortunately found both the Government and the 
banks in a very strong position. The first danger which 
threatened was a break in the exchange. This danger was 
met principally by the Government selling sterling bills on 
London up to a maximum limit of £1,000,000 a week. It 
was expected that by the end of this financial year bills 
and transfers to the total extent of about £8,750,000 would 
have been sold. The two other chief danger spots in the 


financial system were gold and the savings bank deposits. 


Between August Ist and 4th the Government lost 
£1,800,000 of their gold, and on August 5th it was decided 
to refuse issue of gold altogether to private persons. At 
the same time panic seems to have badly hit the savings 
bank depositors. When war broke out there were 24} 
crores of deposits in the Post Office savings bank. An 
excited run began at once, and in August and September 
the net withdrawals amounted to no less than 6 crores. 
Since then a certain amount of confidence has returned, but 
the Finance Member calculates that in all about 10} crores 
of savings bank deposits will have been lost, or not far short 
of 50 per cent. of the total. 

As with the rest of the world, so with India, trade and 
production have suffered violent dislocation. The jute 
trade was at first particularly badly hit, as may be gathered 
from the fact that the autumn issue of rupees from the 
Calcutta Currency Office in connection with the financing 
of the jute crop fell from 18 crores in 1913 to 56 lakhs in 
1914, The position of the cotton industry was even more 
grave, and here the Government was obliged to intervene 
and help the Presidency Banks to make advances. The 
difficulties connected with jute and cotton were due to a 
violent break in prices; those connected with wheat arose 
from the heavy rise in prices. Since India is an exporting 
country, the local price of wheat is largely determined by 
the price obtainable abroad, and when this rose enormously 
the price in India threatened to become prohibitive to a 
poor population. The Government here, again, has inter 
fered, apparently with success, by restricting export. ; 

The revised Estimate of Revenue and Expenditure in 
1914-15 shows a deficit of nearly £5,000,000, as against 
the original estimated deficit of £2,000,000. The budget 
for 1915-16 estimates a further deficit of nearly £4,000,000. 
These deficits are due almost entirely to shrinkage of the 
revenue caused by the war. Thus the budget estimates 
Imperial and Provincial Revenue for 1915-16 at £80,000,000, 
while the original estimate for 1914-15 was £85,000,000. 
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The budget for 1915-16 provides for an expenditure of 
£84,000,000, while the budget for 1914-15 originally pro- 
vided for an expenditure of £87,000,000. Accordingly, 
although the Finance Member has cut down his expenditure, 
he still finds himself in the position of having, after various 
financial devices, to find somehow, during the coming year, 
a sum of £9,500,000. To the evident relief of the Indian 
Members of Council, he decided not to attempt to raise 
any of this sum by additional taxation. He proposes to raise 
£3,000,000 in India, if possible, by a public loan; the re- 
maining £6,500,000 will be raised by the Secretary of State 
by fresh borrowing in England. 

The debates upon the Indian Budget in Council are re- 
markable only for the speeches and proposals of the Indian 
members. The speeches this year were full of the highest 
interest. Sir William Meyer’s budget met with almost 
universal praise. The loyalty of India found repeated 
expression in the speeches, and was further shown by a 
determination to avoid controversy. The chief criticism 
and the only amendments proposed related to the appor- 
tionment of expenditure. The Finance Member had 
claimed in his speech that the apportionment allowed for 
“a reduced, but still considerable, railway programme ”’ 
and “a minimum outlay on Delhi.” He did not deal with 
the relative claims of railways, sanitation, and education in 
a lean year. Three of the amendments proposed by Indian 
members would, if carried, have reduced the sums appor- 
tioned to railways. Mr. Dadabhoy, in moving to reduce 
the allotment for railways by 50 lakhs, and devote that 
sum to education and sanitation, insisted upon the para- 
mount importance of these two services in India. He pointed 
out that the provision in the budget for education was less 
than that made last year by £676,200, and for medical 
expenditure by £395,000. His resolution was not accepted, 
and a similar fate overtook a resolution which received 
considerable non-official support, and which would have 
a ees 12 lakhs “ for aiding and encouraging indigenous 
industries.” 


THE POST-HOLT COMMITTEE 


First Report of the Committee appointed to examine the Issues 
arising out of the Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on Post Office Servants, 1912-13. 
Cd. 7995. 2d. 

Just before the War broke out there was a debate in the 
House of Commons on issues arising out of the Holt Report. 
The result was the appointment of the Committee which has 
now issued an interim report. The constitution of the Committee 
is interesting. It has the appearance of a conciliation committee, 
being composed of two officials (Sir Alexander King and Mr. 
Wilkins, of the Treasury), who may be regarded as representatives 
of the masters, two representatives of the employees (Mr. G. H. 
Stuart and Mr. H. R. Young), and an impartial chairman, 
Sir George Gibb. The terms of reference were 
to examine from the point of view of the Department and its 
employees the issues with regard to the wages and conditions of em- 
ployment of Post Office servants raised by the Report of the recent 
Select Committee of the House of Commons presided over by Mr. 
Holt, and to advise what modifications, if any, are desirable in the 
decisions taken on its recommendations in these matters. 


Owing to the date of its appointment, questions arising out of 
the “‘ Woodhouse Award” of a War Bonus naturally do not 
come within the Committee’s purview. But its operations have 
been still further limited by a resolution passed last October in 
which its members decided 


(1) That they would proceed to deal with issues within the terms 
of their reference which are admitted to depend exclusively on questions 
of interpretation arising on the Holt Report, or which can be finally 
dealt with independently of other issues. ‘ 

(2) That, having regard to the situation created by the existence 
of war, consideration of all issues affected by the present condition 
due to war and not covered by Resolution (1) should be postponed 
until a meeting is convened by the Chairman, on his own initiative, 
or at the request of any two members of the Committee, for the purpose 
of considering whether or not the postponement should be continued. 


The result is that the present Report (which, we may observe, 
is marked by a refreshing laconicism) deals with minor points 
of administration : such an important problem as that of casual 
labour is not touched upon. To enter at length into the details 





of the recommendations made is, therefore, unnecessary here. 
The one question dealt with which does not appear to have arisen 
directly out of the Holt Report was a difference of opinion 
between the Staff and the authorities with respect to the incre- 
ments due to certain men to whom the Postmaster-General 
promised an immediate increment of pay in November, 1918. 
Here the Committee decided that “ the Staff were right in their 
contention.” Difficulties were stated to have arisen out of the 
Holt Committee’s recommendation that all Post Office buildings 
should be made subject to inspection by the Home Office. This 
is alleged to be impracticable. But the Home Office has under- 
taken to make a special inspection of any building when requested 
by the Post Office to do so ; and the Committee says that this is 
satisfactory “‘on the understanding that the Home Office will 
make an inspection in every case in which an inspection is 
requested by the Staff concerned or by an Association on their 
behalf ’’—a small victory for Trade Unionism. The Committee 
recommends that attention should be paid to the Holt Com- 
mittee’s suggestions with regard to the provision of lavatory 
accommodation on travelling post offices, “ especially in cases 
where there is a non-stop run of one hour or more.”’ It is very 
strange, but public authorities frequently show a disinclination 
to deal properly with this kind of question. Wilde’s letters 
with respect to the sanitary regulations of Reading Gaol may 
be remembered, and the prolonged campaign for the provision 
of public lavatories for women in certain parts of London. 
Amongst the recommendations affecting the status and conditions 
of various classes of employees is one dealing with the hours of 
clerks and clerical assistants in London. The Holt Committee 
recommended that all such employees should work 40 hours net 
per week; the present Committee suggests that in London the 
hours of duty should be reduced to 39. The second of the 
October resolutions entitles any two members of the Committee 
to call for a reconsideration of the resolution limiting its field 
of work and we presume that Messrs. Stuart and Young will 
be keeping this possibility in view. 


A CONSTITUTIONAL CURIOSITY 
The Public Works Loan Board : Fortieth Annual Report, 1914-1915. 
H. of C. 267. 114d. 
Public Works Loans Bill, 1915: Statement of Particulars of 
Loans .. . proposed to be remitted or written off... . 
H. of C. 204. 1d. 


The British Constitution is a compound of anomalies, and here 
is the report of one of them, established in 1817, to lend money 
to municipal authorities for public works. Its headquarters are 
in Old Jewry, an obviously appropriate address; its unpaid 
chairman is Mr. E. Norman, a name which presumably carries 
weight in City circles, but to outsiders suggests nothing. It is 
self-appointed, subject to the consent of the Treasury; and 
whilst some of its proceedings appear to be governed by Treasury 
minutes, which, for example, fix the rates of interest charged, in 
— matters it appears to treat with the Treasury on equal 
erms. 

The business of the Board has been carried on “ as usual” 
during the year under review, notwithstanding that eight of the 
twelve months were occupied by war. Unless there is a misprint, 
both this year and last the Board granted 1,982 loans for 
£4,698,602 and £4,610,738 respectively, and just under three 
millions were repaid to it in each year. 

Mr. E. Norman and his colleagues appear to manage their 
business with a certain lordly independence. “ Towards the 
close of the financial year 1914-15,” says the Report, “* the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury gave careful con- 
sideration to the general question of capital expenditure and 
fresh borrowing by Local Authorities and others, and came to 
the conclusion that it was not desirable in the national interest 
at the present time that any new capital expenditure should 
be incurred if it were possible to postpone or avoid it.” 
Fortunately there was no dissension. “The Public Works 
Loan Commissioners informed the Treasury that, as far as 
lay in their power, they were quite prepared to co-operate 
with their Lordships in whatever direction their Lordships 
might suggest.” If Mr. Norman had taken the other view, for 
which, it is certain, support could be found—that the first thoughts 
of the Government were best, and that the present official enthu- 
siasm for saving is sometimes misplaced—this Report might have 
been livelier reading. But, in fact, there is in it little of human 
interest or financial importance. The average rate charged for 
loans was £8 18s. 9d., only 8s. 2d. per cent. in excess of the 
previous year. The only marked decrease in loans was in those 
for Small Holdings, presumably because, for some unexplained 
reason, the Government put a stop to these loans at an earlier 
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date than any others. Anybody who wants to know how much 
his Local Authority has borrowed, for what purposes, for what 
term of years, and at what rate of interest, can find it set out in 
the 100 pages of statistical appendix. 

The other paper is an account of bad debts written off by 
Act of Parliament, and why. The bad debts of the United 
Kingdom come under two categories : harbours and Irish farmers. 
Why harbours? It is not obvious. Eyemouth Harbour Trustees, 
notwithstanding the assistance granted them of the “ Surplus 
Herring Brand Fees,” are the Harbour Authority actually 
let off this year, but the other Report shows pages of harbours in 
arrears. Six Irish farmers, all apparently “ dead many years,” 
were indebted to the British Government for sums of £6 9s. 4d. 
and upwards, about £1,000 in all, and the Treasury has at last 
come to the conclusion that hope of repayment is extinguished. 
Anybody who doubts will find in this paper full details of the 
death of the borrower, the sale of his lands, and the other cir- 
cumstances which have finally defeated the endeavours of 
the British Empire to get back its own. 


LABOUR IN PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA 


Further Correspondence respecting Contract Labour in Portuguese Wes: 
Africa. Africa. No.1(1915). Cd. 7960. 9d. 


This White Book is a continuation of the correspondence on 
Africa, No. 1 (1914), published last year. It deals not only with 
a subject of great human interest, but with a very curious 
diplomatic situation. The system of contract labour by which 
the natives of Portuguese West Africa are induced to migrate 
to the estates on the islands of San Thomé and Principe has been 
roundly denounced as the worst form of slavery. This correspon- 
dence shows that the Portuguese Government and people are 
indignant with the agitation raised in this country on the subject, 
and are convinced apparently that it was due solely to the 
interested motives of trade rivalry. But a statement of the 
Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs to our Minister at Lisbon 
in July, 1914, fully justifies the British agitators. He admitted 
that the abuses used to exist, but argued that they existed no 
longer. The letters of our Consuls prove, indeed, that many of 
the worst abuses have been removed, but they also prove that 
their removal is the result of continual pressure, requiring much 
skill and delicacy, by our Foreign Office upon the Government at 
Lisbon. As to the question of how far the worst abuses exist 
to-day, mention should be made of a book recently published, 
Adventures in Africa, by J. B. Thornhill, The writer appears 
to be a perfectly independent witness, and he only deals with 
the subject in passing. The description of what he saw himself 
in Angola deserves attention, and certainly warrants his con- 
clusion: ‘* The Portuguese system is the curse of Africa. It 
still goes on.” The reports of our consuls lay more stress upon 
the improvements, but there is nothing in them which is really 
inconsistent with Mr. Thornhill’s view. In January, 1914, the 
Vice-Consul at San Thomé writes : “ I quite realise that conditions 
have wonderfully improved in the last few years, and I think we 
are slowly approaching a time when the liberty of the * servigal ” 
will be almost beyond question.” The particular improvement 
that we are now pressing upon the Portuguese Government is 
concerned with repatriation. The Angolan who has come to 
San Thomé as an indentured labourer is not a free man unless 
provision is made for his return to Angola upon the expiration 
of his contract. Our Consul gives reasons for believing that last 
year at least 1,500 labourers whose contracts had expired were 
awaiting repatriation. Much of the correspondence in this 
White Book turns upon the efforts of our Foreign Office to induce 
the Portuguese to make adequate arrangements with shipping 
companies for repatriation. 


THE INDIAN YEAR 


Statement exhibiting the Moral and Material Progress and Con- 
dition of India during the year 1913-14. Fiftieth Number 
H. of C. 298. 1s. 2d. 

When a man has reached fifty it may be, as an eminent dramatist 
would say, far too late to damn or save him. But an institu- 
tion, having completed its half-century, is often ripe for reform : 
one may usually be sure that it needs regeneration badly. The 
annual review of the moral and material progress and condition 
of India is such an institution. It is one of the worst Blue Books 
in the world—bad in plan, poor in execution, and in the result 
arid and dull beyond description. The complaints of those who 


have to use it are at least as inevitable as the document’s appear- 
ance with the summer. 


Possibly—who knows ?—one of the 


indirect effects of the war may be the remaking of this Statement 
in which there is literally not a single chapter exhibiting the real 
moral or other non-statistical character of India. 

_What, for example, could be at once more forbidding and 
distorting than that the review of the year should begin with a 
series of paragraphs summarising, from the various provinces 
the statistics relating to the police and courts of law? It is a 
sufficiently serious thing that crime should be increasing in nearly 
every province ; but there is little use in the compilers recording 
the fact in successive issues without attempting any explanation 
of the phenomena beyond incidental references to the rainfall and 
the rise in prices. We want, naturally, to understand why in 
Bombay there should be a marked diminution in all classes of 
crime, extending to every district in the presidency, while Madras 
and Burma and other regions should show a disturbing tendency 
in the opposite direction. No help, however, is provided for the 
enquirer, who must do the best he can in regard to this and all 
other chapters with the paragraphs of official fact, supplemented 
by the standing explanations of Government machinery which do 
duty year after year. 

In the departmental sections we come upon an occasional page 
of exceptional interest—as, for example, the one which records 
the extinction of the opium trade with China, with the consequent 
cessation, since December, 1913, of the revenue arising from the 
export of opium from the Native States. The net opium revenue 
of the year is given as £612,438. In 1910-11 it was £6,275.305. 
The sections devoted to the larger revenue and conservation de- 
partments of Government and to the public health are, as always, 
well worth study, since nothing can obscure the importance of 
the matter they contain. Take, for instance, the mortality 
statistics of the more destructive diseases. In 1913 fevers were 
responsible for close upon four million deaths. Plague has de- 
clined from 846,873 deaths in 1911 to 295,897 in 1914. The 
chapter entitled ‘ Education, Literature, and the Press” in- 
variably displays the compilers at their worst. The paragraphs 
dealing with education represent a severe boiling down of the 
regular reports of the directors of public instruction ; those which 
attempt an estimate of the literary activities of educated India 
are a special feature of this Statement. There is not a word of 
information about the newspapers and magazines. The official 
criticisms of literary tendencies are now and again amusing. 
Thus : 

The true historica! spirit still seems to be lacking in the United 
Provinces, as is evidenced by the production of such books as The Ten 
Teachers of the Sikhs and The Greatness of the Aryas, in both of which 
the Hindus are glorified at the expense of the Aryas. 


Here is a judgment which should appeal to the European reader, 
with his knowledge of the true historical impartiality of such 
masters as Carlyle, Macaulay, and Treitschke. 


THE DISTRIBUTION OF INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES 
Statistics of the Incidence of Notifiable Infectious Diseases in each 
Sanitary District in England and Wales, and Preliminary 
Statement as to Smallpox abroad during the year 1914 (fourth 
year). Reports to the Local Government Board on Public 
Health Subjects. New Series, No. 106. 1915. 9d. 


The Infectious Diseases Notification Act was passed in 1889, 
but it was not until 1911 that the Local Government Board 
required medical officers of health to make returns of the notifi- 
cations, and tabulated them for the whole country. In 1914 the 
notifications of scarlet fever, in England and Wales, were 165,045, 
as compared with 130,707 in 1913, and 107,508 in 1912, an in- 
crease of more than 50 per cent. in the three years. Notifications 
of diphtheria were 59,357 in 1914, 50,903 in 1913, and 44,754 in 
1912. In each of the three years an abrupt and marked rise in 
the incidence of these ‘diseases occurred in October, the numbers 
reaching the maximum in November, and beginning to decline in 
December, the lowest rates being in the spring months. As 
regards geographical distribution, the sickness rate from scarlet 
fever was 5°54 per 1,000 of the population in London, 4°74 
in the aggregate of English county boroughs and 3°45 in the 
aggregate of English rural districts. The corresponding rates for 
Wales were rather higher. Diphtheria showed an incidence of 
2:02 per 1,000 in London, 1°54 in the English county boroughs, 
and 1-32 in the English rural districts, the rates for Wales being 
slightly lower. Notifications of puerperal fever were 2,338, as 
compared with 1,989 in 1913, and 2,184 in 1912. Excluding 
London, the rate per thousand was exactly twice as high in the 
county boroughs as in the rural districts. Notifications of 
cerebro-spinal fever numbered 315, and of ophthalmia neonatorum 
6,166. 
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Dr. Bruce-Low contributes a summary of outbreaks of small- 
pox in foreign countries during the year. Up to July, 96 cases 
had been reported in Germany, and 152 in Austria. Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark and Holland were almost free from the disease. 
Some hundreds of deaths occurred in Spain, but complete figures 
are not yet available. The latest statistics for Russia (European) 
are for 1911, in which year 93,868 cases, with 33,316 deaths, 
occurred. In 11 provinces of India 68,500 deaths from smallpox 
were certified in the first nine months of 1914 ; the returns relate 
only to the British districts, and do not include native States. 
In 1913 the deaths from smallpox in British India were 96,653. 
New South Wales experienced an epidemic of a remarkably mild 
character, 1,581 cases being notified, but only one death occurring. 
In the United States of America 38,000 cases were reported, but 
with only about 100 deaths. 


COAL MINES IN WAR TIME 


Report of the Departmental Committee on the Conditions Prevail- 
ing in the Coal Mining Industry due to the War. (Cd. 9739. 
54d. Part II.: Minutes of Evidence and Index. (Cd. 8009. 

The number of persons engaged in the coal mining industry in 

the United Kingdom at the end of July, 1914, was just under 
1,000,000. The number who had joined the Army and Navy up 
to the end of last February came to about 18°5 per cent. of the 
total, while on the other hand some 50,000 persons had been 
drafted into the mines during the same period. The actual 
reduction in mine labour therefore was 13} per cent., exactly 
corresponding to a decreased output of 13} per cent. over the first 
seven months of the war as compared with the corresponding 
months of 1913-14. On this basis the output for twelve 
months of the war would be about 36} million tons less than 
usual. This shortage is made serious by other considerations ; 
the Admiralty demands are high, and the French mines in the 
Pas de Calais coalfield are mostly in the hands of the Germans, 
and the needs of France must be met. As a set-off to these extra 
demands there is a saving of over 18 million tons, which normally 
would have been exported to Germany and her Allies, and to 
Belgium and Russia. It is curious that last August many of the 
collieries working mainly for export were so alarmed at the 
prospect of the closing of their market that they actually put 
their hands on short time, and in one or two cases even shut 
down, thus contributing to the present shortage. The Com- 
mittee paid considerable attention to the problem of the avoidable 
absenteeism of coal-getters, and came to the conclusion that if 
only this could be made good the output would be increased 
between 13 and 14 million tons. The Committee also suggests 
for the consideration of the Miners’ Federation the curtailment 
of holidays and “ stop days.” The Committee definitely sets its 
face against the further employment of women on surface labour 
and against the reduction of the age limit at which boys can be 
employed under ground. 


EPIDEMIC DISEASES OF EXOTIC ORIGIN 


Dr. R. W. Johnson’s Report to the Local Government Board on 
the Progress and Diffusion of Plague, Cholera and Yellow 
Fever, throughout the World during the year 1913. Local 
Government Board Reports on Public Health Subjects. 
New Series, No. 104. 1915. Is. 


For many vears previous to 1894 the world had been free from 
manifestations of plague. The present pandemic appears to have 
started in the interior of China. In 1895 the disease began to be 
epidemic in Hong Kong, and in 1896 it had extended to India. 
From that time the infection has gradually extended to every 
quarter of the globe, and at present shows few signs of decreasing 
either in extent or virulence. In India, in 1913, the deaths 
numbered 217,145 as compared with 306,088 the previous year, 
but in the first nine months of 1914 the number has again risen to 
227,149. The view that plague is spread chiefly by rats through the 
medium of the rat-flea is now generally accepted, and an energetic 
campaign has resulted in the destruction of many millions of these 
rodents. There was a considerable outbreak in China in 1913, 
but reliable figures as to the mortality are not available. Epi- 
demics of varying severity occurred in Formosa, Persia, Aden, 
Ecuador, Peru. Chile, Brazil, Mauritius, British East Africa, 
German East Africa, Uganda, and Egypt. Only two deaths 
were registered in California, but since 1908 the disease has been 
prevalent among the ground squirrels which abound in that 
region, and infection might at any time be disseminated. No 
cases of plague were notified in England and Wales, but a few 





plague-infected rats were found in several localities in Suffolk. 
Outbreaks, not of large extent, occurred in various parts of 
Russia. 

Cholera was responsible for 296,000 deaths in eleven provinces 
of India, with a population of some 245 millions. This incidence 
was appreciably less than that of 1911 or 1912. Pilgrimages and 
fairs which lead to the gathering of large crowds of natives in 
limited areas without sufficient sanitary accommodation are con- 
sidered to be chiefly responsible for the spread of the disease. 
Epidemics also occurred in China, Japan, and the Dutch East 
Indies. In Europe, cholera was epidemic in the Balkans and 
Turkey, being spread during military operations by refugees, 
soldiers and prisoners. The Bulgarian troops were chiefly respon- 
sible for the outbreaks owing to the difficulty of inducing the 
recruits to adopt even the most elementary sanitary precautions. 
The habits of the soldiers, as described in the Report, were exceed- 
ingly objectionable, and the troops spread the disease wherever 
they camped. 

Yellow fever is now confined to two well-defined regions of the 
globe—namely, that part of the West Coast of Africa between 
Senegal and French Congo, and certain areas in South and Central 
America, in both of which regions the disease is endemic. It is 
generally believed that infection is maintained by a succession of 
mild anomalous or unrecognised cases among the native popu- 
lation, especially native children. There is evidence to show, as 
suggested by Sir Patrick Manson some years ago, that dogs or 
other animals may act as reservoirs of the yellow fever virus. 


A BELATED VOLUME 


Final Report of the Royal Commission on Human and Bovine 
Tuberculosis. Part II., Appendix Vol. VII. Graphic Charts 
illustrating some of the Investigations of the Royal Com- 
mission on Tuberculosis from 1902 to 1912, Cd. 7941. 13s. 9d. 


This volume contains some fifty large double-page charts of 
animals, on which are marked in red the lesions produced by 
inoculation with tuberculous material in the experiments recorded 
in earlier Reports. Publication of the volume has been delayed, 
as it was hoped that arrangements might be made to continue 
the investigation after the work of the Commission was finished. 
it is not easy now to justify the publication of these illustrations 
after so long a lapse of time. The experiments to which the 
charts relate were fully described in Reports published in 1907 
and 1911, and (as stated in the preface) no facts are now 
graphically set out that have not as facts been already recorded 
in other parts of the Appendix or in the Final Report of the Com- 
mission. A mere graphic record of individual experiments per- 
formed several years ago, which have long since been summarised 
and made the basis of general conclusions, can now possess very 
little value even to the exceedingly small circle of experts who 
might conceivably be interested. It would surely have been 
possible to arrange that the charts should be available for exami- 
nation if required—for example, they might have been presented 
to the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons—and thus the 
expense of publishing this elaborate and costly volume saved. 
As an instance of unnecessary Blue-Bookmaking and waste of 
public money this Report probably holds the record. 


SCOTTISH AGRICULTURE 
Third Report of the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, for 1914. 
Cd. 7899. 104d. 

The total expenditure of the Board for the year ending March 
3ist, 1914, amounted to £233,245, or nearly £2,500 less than the 
amount estimated for. The Agriculture (Scotland) Fund received 
two grants, adding up to £200,000, which resulted in a greatly 
increased balance in hand at the end of the financial year, 
amounting to £398,395. During 1914 (the calendar, not the 
jinancial year), the Board received 729 applications for new 
holdings under the Acts of 1886 and 1911, and also 469 applica- 
tions for the enlargement of existing holdings. Many of these 
will have to be refused, especially those from the Hebrides, where 
the supply of suitable land is insufficient. The prospects of land 
settlement “ appear to be satisfactory ” : it is at present difficult 
to judge from the experience of the 1911 Act. £8,223 was granted 
in loans under Section 9 during the financial year. The number 
of students at the three Agricultural Colleges continues to increase; 
for the academical year 1913-14, the total figure was 955, of whom 
55 per cent. were evening students. The number of stallions on 
the Board’s Register has risen from 277 in 1918 to 494 in 1914; 
251 bulls, 741 rams, and 29 boars were supplied to small land- 
owners for breeding purposes. Assistance was also given for 
Poultry Improvement and Beekeeping. 
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CUSTOMS AND EXCISE IN 1913-14 


Report of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs and 
Excise for 1913-14. Cd. 7574. 93d. 


This report deals with a wide variety of State services and is 
consequently difficult to summarise. The notes attached to the 
numerous statistical tables provide admirable illustrations of the 

of inexpert interpretation. Thus it is shown that spirit 
duties produced an increase of £1,376,000 over the preceding 
year. This, on the face of it, seems to indicate a large growth 
(about 5} per cent.) in the year’s consumption of spirits. But, in 
point of fact, this increase is deceptive. The figures for 1912-18 
were abnormally low, as a result of the Coal Strike, and also as the 
result of forestalments made in 1911-12. The true increase in 
consumption is stated to be about one-half of the apparent rise. 

The Old Age Pensions work of the Department appears to have 
reached a maximum for Ireland in 1912, as both in 1918 and 1914 
the number of peasions payable showed a falling off. Elsewhere 
in the United Kingdom the proportion of pensioners to population 
has been virtually constant since 1911. No fewer than 907 per 
thousand of the inhabitants of the county of Zetland of pension- 
able age are in receipt of pensions ; the corresponding figure for 
the United Kingdom is 647-61. 

Smuggling appears to be on the increase ; the offenders being 
presumably passengers from abroad. Supplies of the tobacco 
seized by the Customs officials are sent to criminal lunatic asylums 
and to State inebriate reformatories. If unfit for human con- 
sumption, the tobacco is sent to Kew Gardens and to the Botanic 
Gardens, Edinburgh, for fumigating purposes. 


WATER SUPPLIES 


Return as to Water Undertakings in England and Wales. H. of C. 
895. 5s. 1d. 

In November, 1910, a return was ordered from the Local 
Government Board. The delay in its publication is due largely 
to the dilatoriness of water undertakers in supplying information 
and, in part, to the Board’s thirst for accuracy. The return is 
undoubtedly useful. In the first place it contains a memo- 
randum on the history of water supplies undertakings which is 
full of interesting facts and deserves to be printed as a separate 
booklet. We learn from it, for instance, that Sir Francis Drake 
obtained for Plymouth authority for a municipal water supply. 
The return gives detailed particulars of the undertakings of 786 
separate local authorities, the Metropolitan Water Board and 
84 other joint authorities, 200 companies with statutory powers, 
84 private companies, and 1,055 private owners. The total 
supplies from underground sources for domestic purposes are 
roughly estimated at 285,000,000 gallons a day. The main facts 
brought out by the return are: (1) Every densely populated place 
in England and Wales has an adequate piped service. This, 
however, does not apply to many rural parishes and to some 
small or thinly populated urban districts. (2) The greater part 
of the population is supplied municipally. (8) The law as it 
stands is inadequate, especially in providing no machinery for the 
compulsory acquisition of water rights. (4) Many rural parishes 
have been put by special Acts into a position of difficulty for 
obtaining water at reasonable terms. (5) Some undertakings are 
uneconomical ; either they do not make use of large quantities 
of available water or they simply waste what they take. Fresh 
legislation on water supply is suggested. 


FIGURES OF EMPIRE 


Statistical Abstract for the British Empire in each year from 1899 to 
1918. Cd. 7827. Is. 3d. 


There is much that is useful in this smallest and youngest of 
our statistical abstracts. In addition to tables giving the trade 
and shipping of each colony with the principal foreign countries, 
trade between the United Kingdom and each ‘part of the Empire, 
and trade between the colonies themselves, are tables of produc- 
tion and consumption of certain staple articles within the British 
Empire, live stock, population, etc. At the same time it is not 
quite clear that it can justify its existence in the face of the 
older statistical abstract relating to the Dominions, Colonies, 
Possessions, and Protectorates. It is true that the present 
abstract deals with trade figures from the Imperial standpoint, 
while the other presents them under the heading of each colony. 
This arrangement is useful, but there seems no very valid reason 
why it should not be done on a slightly more compressed scale 
in the older abstract. 


LIST OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
PUBLICATIONS 


(RECEIVED SINCE JUNE 18, 1915.) 


The European War 

RUSSIA: Agreement between the United Kingdom and Russia for 
the Reciprocal Waiver of Consular Fees on Certificates of 
Origin relating to Exports. Petrograd, July 8 (16), 1915, 
Treaty Series No. 8 of 1915. Cd. 8011. 4d. 

WAR PRISONERS : The Treatment of Prisoners of War in England 
and Germany during the First Eight Months of the War. (No. 12, 
1915.) Cd. 7862. 1d. (Review, p. 2.) 

WAR PRISONERS: Note from the United States Ambassador 
transmitting a Report, dated June 8th, 1915, on the Conditions 
at present existing in the Internment Camp at Ruhleben, 
(Mise. No. 13, 1915.) Cd. 7863. 1d. (Review, p. 2.) 


WAR PRISONERS : Correspondence with the United States Ambas- 
sador respecting the Treatment of British Prisoners of War 
and Interned Civilians in Germany. (Mise. No. 14, 1915.) 
Cd. 7959. 6d. (Review, p. 2.) 

WAR PRISONERS : Further Correspondence with the United States 
Ambassador respecting the Treatment of British Prisoners of 
War and Interned Civilians in Germany. (Misc. No. 15, 1915.) 
Cd. 7961. 2}d. (Review, p. 2.) 


ARMY : Report of the Military Court of Inquiry, constituted by the 
Army Council for the purpose of investigating certain matters 
connected with the British Empire Committee. Cd. 7681. 14d. 


SHIPPING CASUALTIES: Report of a Formal Investigation into 
the circumstances attending the foundering on March 28th of 
the British Steamship Falaba, of Liverpool, in or near latitude 
51° 30° N., longitude 6° 36° W., whereby loss of life ensued, 
Cd. 8021. 144. 

SHIPPING CASUALTIES: Report of a Formal Investigation into 
the Circumstances attending the foundering on May 7th, 1915, 
of the British Steamship Lusitania, of Liverpool, after being 
torpedoed off the Old Head of Kinsale, Ireland. Cd. 8022. 144. 


AERONAUTICS : Report of the Advisory Committee for Aeronauties 
for 1914-15. Cd. 7952. 1d. 

TREASURY CONTROL OF ADMIRALTY AND WAR DEPART- 
MENT EXPENDITURE: Copies of Treasury Minutes rela- 
tive to War Department Expenditure, and of Treasury Minute 
relative to Admiralty and b+ Department Contracts for 
Munitions of War. H. of C. 

A Minute of March 29th, 1915, sulin the provisions of the Minute 
of December 8th last under which (certain classes of expenditure being 
excepted) “* Treasury sanction will not be required for any expenditure 
from Army Votes which is certified by or under the authority of the 
Secretary of State for War as vitally necessary to the public interest 
and to have been incurred under such conditions of urgency that it 
could not be submitted to the Treasury for sanction before it was 
incurred.” 

GOVERNMENT WAR RISKS INSURANCE SCHEME: Report 
of the Aircraft Insurance Committee. Cd. 7997. 14d. 

The Committee recommended that the State should establish a 
special State Insurance Office and that approved Fire Insurance Com- 
panies should be employed to collect premiums. A commission of 
10 per cent. should be paid to the Companies and a brokerage of 
5 per cent. to the agent who“ introduces the business.” This may 
sound rather a commercial phrase in such a connection, but the scheme 
is on business lines throughout. Risks are greater on the East Coast 
than elsewhere: “it was felt that if a flat rate were fixed for the 
whole country at a figure which might be expected to cover loss from 
both air-craft and bombardment, it would deter a large number of 
—¥ who considered themselves relatively immune from attack 

m taking advantage of the scheme.” As a result the insured 
are to be given the option of insuring against aircraft attack 
alone or, at a higher rate, against aircraft and bombardment. The 
rates for —_ dwelling-houses and buildings are 2s. and 3s.; for 
all other buildings and their rents, 3s. 6d. and 4s. 6d.; for farming 
stocks, live and dead, 3s. and 4s. 6d., and so on up to ‘timber in the 
open and mineral oil stores. 

BERMUDA WAR CONTRIBUTION: Copy of Treasury Minute 
dated June Ist, 1915, showing the manner in which Instalments 
of the Bermuda War Contribution will be applied. Cd. 7957. 
4d. 

ARMY (ORDNANCE FACTORIES): Statement of Proposed Ex- 
penditure out of the Vote of Credit on New Works, etc., of a 
Permanent Character amounting to £2,000 and upwards for 
the year ending March 31st, 1916. H. of C. 289. 4d. 

NAVY AND ARMY SERVICES, WARLIKE OPERATIONS AND 
OTHER EXPENDITURE ARISING OUT OF THE WAR. 
Supplementary Vote of Credit. 1915-16. H. of C. 297. 4d. 

Dated July 19th. 


Original Vote of Credit, 1915-16 . £250,000,000 
Previous Supplementary Vote 250,000,000 
Sum now required os 150,000,000 

Total ... eee .-» £650,000,000 
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NAVY (SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE): An Estimate of the 
Additional Number of Officers and Men required to be voted 
for the Navy, ending March 31st, 1916. H.of C. 274. 4d. 

Men previously voted, 250,000 ; additional number now required, 
50,000. 

GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE ON WAR ORGANISATION IN THE 
DISTRIBUTING TRADES IN SCOTLAND: First Report 
of the Committee. Cd. 7987. 14d. 

This Committee was established on June 4, 1915, to ascertain what 
could still be done in the wholesale and retail distributing trades in 
Scotland to release a larger number of men for enlistment or other 
national services. The first thing it did was to issue an appeal to the 
public to shop early, carry home small purchases, and send orders in 
advance where possible. It is now endeavouring to discover how many 
of the 50,000 or 60,000 men of military age in the Scottish distributing 
trades have enlisted since war began. The Committee emphasises the 
importance of guaranteed reinstatement ; urges the substitution of 
women for men, wherever practicable, on the basis of equal wages 
for equal work, and suggests that a voluntary extension of early 
closing would do a good deal to ease matters. 


INTOXICATING LIQUORS (RESTRICTIONS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES DURING WAR): Correspondence relative to 
the Measures taken in certain Foreign Countries for the Restric- 
tion of the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors since the Outbreak of 
War. Cd. 7965. 24d. 

Ambassadors and Ministers abroad send the information. In 
Austria-Hungary (information via the Ambassador at Rome) hours of 
sale have been limited to between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., and all shops at 
which liquors alone are sold are closed on Sundays and holidays. In 
Denmark in sixteen districts the sale of alcohol to soldiers has been 
prohibited. In France the sale of absinthe has been forbidden. In 
Berlin and Brandenburg spirits can no longer be sold to soldiers in 
uniform ; and the German Government has introduced certain restric- 
tions on the output of breweries and distilleries because of the raw 
materials they consume. In Holland the consumption has fallen off 
without exceptional measures. In Norway the use of grain and pota- 
toes in the manufacture of beer and spirits has been prohibited, and 
half the distilleries are idle, whilst spirits can only be bought during 
four hours a day on four days a week. The duties on beer have also 
gone up. The sweeping Russian changes (including the prohibition 
of the sale of beer in public baths) have already been noticed here. 
Measures have also been taken at Switzerland. It appears that we 
have to choose between Europe peaceful and Europe dry. 


DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON THE HOME PRODUCTION 
OF FOOD: Interim Report to consider the Production of 
Food in England and Wales. Cd. 8048. 1d. (Review, p. 3.) 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION FOR IRELAND : Report on Food Production in Ireland. 
Cd. 8046. 3d. (Review, p. 3.) 


BOARD OF EDUCATION: Scheme for the Organisation and 
Development of Scientific and Industrial Research. Cd. 8005. 
4d. (To be reviewed.) 


COAL MINING ORGANISATION COMMITTEE: Report of the 
Departmental Committee appointed to inquire into the Con- 
ditions Prevailing in the Coal Mining Industry due to the War. 
Part II.—Minutes of Evidence and Index. Cd. 8009. 2s. 
(Review, p. 11.) 


LIST OF PUBLICATIONS issued by His Majesty’s Stationery Office 
in Connection with Events arising from the State of War. 
Stationery Office. To be obtained gratis. 

This excellently printed catalogue classifies the publications under 
the following five heads : (1) Acts of Parliament, (2) Statutory Rules 
and Orders, (3) London Gazeties and Supplements, including Proclama- 
tions, Notices, etc., (4) Parliamentary Papers, and (5) Debates in the 
two Houses of Parliament. 


Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Returns of 
Produce of Crops in England and Wales. Cd. 7954. 34d. 
(Review, p. 3.) 

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Annual Report 
on the Administration of the Grant for the Encouragement 
and Improvement of the Live Stock Breeding Industry for 
1914-1915. Cd. 8017. 34d. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Report of Pro- 
ceedings at the Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting of Representatives 
of Authorities. Cd. 8018. 3d. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND: Retarns of Pro- 
duce of Crops in Scotland. Cd. 8037. 

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND: Acreage and Live 
Stock Returns of Scotland. Vol. III., Part. I. Cd. 7958. 54d. 
(Review, p. 8.) 


THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FISHERY BOARD 
FOR SCOTLAND. Being for 1914. Cd. 7976. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Annual Report 
of the Chief Veterinary Officer for 1914. Cd. 8043. 38d. 

There were a number of outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease during 
the year, the most serious being one at Birkenhead in February 
amongst animals imported from Ireland (q.v. Cd. 7326, 1914) and a 
series of eleven in Lindsey, Lincs. In several of these cases it was 
suggested that Territorials had carried the virus. Swine-fever outbreaks 
numbered 4,536, an increase of 1,788. The number of outbreaks of 
glanders was 97, a decrease of 65; there being a total decrease of 
757 outbreaks since the Glanders Order of 1907 came into force. In 
11 cases Russian ponies were responsible. Were they in transit ? 
The number of confirmed outbreaks of anthrax was 722, an increase 
of 128. The decline in sheep scab continued. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Final Report of 
the Departmental Committee to inquire into Swine Fever, 
with Minutes of Evidence and Appendix. Cd. 8045. 8d. 

The Committee believes that the extirpation of swine fever “ is 
practicable only by such drastic measures of slaughter as would involve 
a prohibitive outlay, and by such severe restrictions on movement as 
would be fatal to the industry of pig-breeding.’ They recommend 
(amongst other things) that in order to reduce mortality the use of 
protective serum in infected herds should be encouraged and in par- 
ticular by facilitating the supply of serum; and that in order to 
control the spread of disease the isolation of infected premises should 
be maintained by restrictive regulations, but that such regulations 
should allow of the introduction to infected premises of pigs to be 
treated immediately with serum. In view of experimental results 
secured by Sir S. Stockman, it is stated that the lapse of a short period 
of time may be relied upon for disinfection of premises, and should 
be regarded as preferable to chemical disinfection in the cases of large 
quantities of manure and of premises not readily capable of disinfection 
by artificial means. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION FOR IRELAND : Return of Prices of Crops, Live Stock 
and other Irish Agricultural Products. Cd.7980. 6d. (Review, 
p- 3.) 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL IN- 
STRUCTION FOR IRELAND: Reports and Tables relating 
to Irish Agricultural Labourers. Cd. 8086. 2)d. 

In 1914 the number of persons migrating from Ireland for agri- 
cultural work was only 13,000, as against 32,000 in 1900. The decline 
has been almost continuous. Almost three-fourths of the migrants 
come from Connaught, and a fourth from Ulster. The migration does 
not indicate a glut. ‘* On the contrary, there has been for many years 
a marked scarcity of agricultural labourers in Ireland, and the numbers 
that joined the Army since the outbreak of war have further intensified 
the difficulties of the farmers.” The number of persons actively engaged 
in agriculture in June, 1912, was 1,073,238. Wages for general labourers 
average from 11s. to 13s., and for cattlemen and ploughmen slightly 
more. “ There are signs,” however, “ of a slight but steady advance 
in real wages.” 

LABOURERS (IRELAND): Return showing the number of cottages 
and allotments provided under the Labourers Acts by each 
District Council in Ireland, ete. H. of C. 280. 2$d. 


LABOURERS’ COTTAGES (IRELAND): Return in respect of 
Labourers’ Cottages in Ireland. H. of C. 281. 2d. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL IN- 
STRUCTION FOR IRELAND: Departmental Committee 
on the Irish Pig-Breeding Industry. Cd. 8004. 1s. 2d. 


THE IRELAND DEVELOPMENT GRANT ACT: Report of the 
Lord Lieutenant of all his proceedings for the Financial Year 
ending on March 31st, 1915. Cd. 7936. 4d. 

IRISH LAND COMMISSION : Return of Proceedings during February, 
1915. Cd. 7956. 2)d. 

IRISH LAND COMMISSION: Return of Advances during August, 
September, October and November, 1914. Cd. 7925. 74d. 
Return for December, 1914. Cd. 8007. 34d. 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) ACT: Return of the Number of Eviction 
Notices filed in the High Court of Justice and County Courts 
in Ireland during the quarter ending March 31st, 1915. Cd. 
7940. 4d. Return for quarter ending June 30th. Cd. 8047. 
dd. 


EVICTIONS (IRELAND): Return of the Number of Evictions from 
Agricultural Holdings, and also of the Number of Tenancies 
determined in the quarter ended March 31st, 1915. Cd. 7924. 
4d. 

EVICTED TENANTS (IRELAND): Return giving particulars of 
all cases in which an evicted tenant has been reinstated as a 
purchaser of his or his predecessor's former holding or part 
thereof, or provided with a new parcel of land, during the 
quarter ended March 31st, 1915. Cd. 7999. 4d. 

(See also European War.) 


Army, Navy, and Civil Services. 


NAVY: Annual Accounts of Shipbuilding and Dockyard Transactions, 
etc., including Manufactures for 1913-1914; with the Report 
of the Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. H. of C. 268. 
Is. 6d. 
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FIFTY-NINTH REPORT OF HIS MAJESTY’S CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSIONERS. With Appendices. Cd. 7988. 54d. 


REPORT ON THE FINDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON POST OFFICE SERVANTS: First Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine the Issues arising out of the 
Report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
Post Office Servants, 1912-13. Cd. 7995. 2d. (Review, 
p- 9.) 

CIVIL LIST PENSIONS : List of all Pensions granted during the 
Year ended March 31st, 1915. H. of C., 256. 4d. 

Amongst the recipients were Mrs. Bland (E. Nesbit) (£60), the son 
and daughter of Dr. A. R. Wallace (£50 each), Mrs. C. C. Stopes (£20, 
additional to existing pension of £80), Mr. Walter de la Mare (£100), 
Dr. Charlton Bastian, F.R.S. (£150), and Mrs. T. K. Cheyne (£30). 


CIVIL SERVICES (SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE): Estimate of 
a further Sum required to be voted for the Service of the Year 
ending March 31st, 1916. H. of C. 290. 1d. 


POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANKS : Accounts of all Deposits Received 
and Paid during 1914, together with a Statement showing 
the aggregate amount of the Liabilities of the Government to 
Depositors in the Post Office Savings Banks on December 31st, 
1914, and the nature and amount of the Securities held by 
the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt 


to meet those Liabilities at that date. H. of C. 286. 4d. 
(See also European War.) 
Education. 
INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION BOARD: Report for 1914. Cd. 


8008. 

EDUCATION : Return similar to Part II. of the paper Cd. 5951, 
issued by the Board of Education in 1911, but of wider scope. 
H. of C. 322. 4d. 

CHILDREN ACT: Copy of Recommendation made by the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department as to the Parliamentary 
Grant to Certified Day Industrial Schools. H. of C. 293. 4d. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION: Regulations under which Grants to 
Schools for Mothers in England and Wales will be made by the 


Board of Education. Cd. 7985. 4d. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION : Regulations for the Training of Teachers 
for Elementary Schools. Cd. 7988. 6d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Regulations for Technical Schools, 
Schools of Art, and other Forms of Provision of Further Educa- 
tion in England and Wales. Cd. 7996. 2d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Report for 1914 on the Victoria and 
Albert Museum and the Bethnal Green Museum. Cd.7947. 4d. 
(Review, p. 6.) 

BOARD OF EDUCATION : Reports for 1914 on the Science Museum, 
and on the Geological Survey and the Museum of Practical 
Geology. Cd.7948. 5}d. (Review, p. 6.) 

EDUCATION (IRELAND): Annual Report of the Commissioners of 
Education in Ireland for 1914, Cd. 7913. 5d. (To be 
reviewed.) 

NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND : Appendix to the Eightieth 
Report of the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, 
School Year, 1913-14. Cd. 7966. 84d. (To be reviewed.) 

NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND : Appendix to the Eightieth 
Report of the Commissioners. Section II. 1913-14. Cd. 
7978. 4d. (To be reviewed.) 


NATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHERS’ (IRELAND) PENSION FUND 
ACCOUNT: Accounts of Receipts and Payments in respect 
of the Capital and Income of the above Fund for the Period to 
December 31st, 1914. Cd. 7951. 4d. 

INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION BOARD FOR IRELAND: Rules 
and Schedule containing the Programme of Examinations for 
1916. H. of C. 202. 3d. 

UNIVERSITIES OF OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE ACT: Statute 
made by the Governing Body of Merton College, Oxford, on 
March 6th, 1915. H. of C. 271. 4d. 

UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT: Annual Report on the State 
of the Finances of the University of Edinburgh for 1913-14. 
H. of C. 213. 2d. 

UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT: Annual Statistical Report by 
the University Court of the University of Edinburgh to the 
Secretary for Scotland, for the Academical Year 1913-14, 
H. of C. 214. 24d. 

UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT: Annual Statistical Report by 
the University Court of the University of St. Andrews to the 
Secretary for Scotland, for 1913-14. H. of C. 261. 1}d. 


UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT: Annual Report on the State 
of the Finances of the University of St. Andrews for 1913-14. 


H. of C. 269. 43d. 


UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT: University Court Ordinance 
No. XLVIII. (Edinburgh No. 16). H. of C. 316. 4d. 
Institution of a Degree (* B.Educ.”) in the Theory, History, ang 
Practice of Education ; with relative regulations. : 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES ACT: Statute V. of University College 
Cork. H. of C. 285. 4d. : 
IRISH UNIVERSITIES ACT : Statute V. of the National University 
of Ireland. H. of C. 259. 1d. - 

(See also European War.) 


Imperial and Foreign Affairs. 


Further Correspondence respecting Contract Labour in 


AFRICA : 
(No. 1, 1915.) Cd. 7960. 94. 


Portuguese West Africa. 
(Review, p. 10.) 

DOMINIONS ROYAL COMMISSION: Royal Commission on the 
Natural Resources, Trade, and Legislation of Certain Portions 
of His Majesty’s Dominions. Cd. 7971. Is. 7d. 


BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY: Supplemental Charter to 
the British South Africa Company dated March 13th, 1915, 
Cd. 7970. 4d. 

COLONIAL STOCK ACT: Copy of Treasury List of Colonial Stocks 
in respect of which the provisions of the Act are for the time 
being complied with. H. of C. 272. 4d. 


Treaty Series. 

UNITED KINGDOM AND THE NETHERLANDS: Convention 
renewing for a further Period of Five Years the Arbitration 
Convention of February 15th, 1905. London, March 25th, 
1915. Treaty Series, No. 5 of 1915. Cd. 7962. 4d. 


UNITED KINGDOM AND SWITZERLAND : Convention additional 
to the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Reciprocal Estab- 
lishment of September 6th, 1855. London, March 30th, 1914. 
Treaty Series, No. 6 of 1915. Cd. 7963. 4d. 


UNITED KINGDOM AND HONDURAS : Treaty of Commerce and 


Navigation. Guatemala, May 5th, 1910. Treaty Series, 
No. 7 of 1915. Cd. 7964. 1d. 
(See also European War.) 
Colonial Reports. 


ANNUAL SERIES: 842, Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate 
(Report for 1912-1914), Cd. 7622-33, 1d.; 848, Zanzibar, 
Cd. 7622-34, 24d. ; 844, Turks and Caicos Islands, Cd. 7622-35, 
1d.; 846, Seychelles, Cd. 7622-87, 2d.; 847, St. Helena, Cd. 
7622-38, 14d.; 848, Fiji, Cd. 7622-839, 24d.; 849, Bahamas 
(Report for 1914-15), Cd. 7622-40, 2jd.; 850, Gibraltar, Cd. 
7622-41, 2d.; 851, Sierra Leone, Cd. 7622-42, 3d. 


India. 
EAST INDIA (PROGRESS AND CONDITION): Statement exhi- 
biting the Moral and Material Progress and Condition of India 
during 1913-14. H. of C. 298. 1s. 2d. (Review, p. 10.) 


INDIA (ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES) : 
Memorandum by the Secretary of State for India. 
8034. 3d. 

EAST INDIA (TRADE): Tables relating to the Trade of British 
India with the British Empire and Foreign Countries 1909-10 
to 1913-14. Cd. 8020. Is. 7d. 


EAST INDIA (RAILWAYS AND IRRIGATION WORKS) : Return 
showing the Estimated Position, as regards Capital Expenditure, 
of the Several Railways and Irrigation Works under Construc- 
tion in India on March 31st, 1915, and the Proposed Expenditure 
thereon during 1915-16. H. of C. 260. 1d. 


EAST INDIA (LOANS RAISED IN INDIA): Return of all Loans 
raised in India with the Rates of Interest and Total Amount 
payable thereon, and the Date of Termination of each Loan, 
the Debt incurred, and Moneys raised, the Loans paid off or 
discharged, and the Loans outstanding at the Close of the Half- 
year. H.ofC.279. 4d. 


Labour and Industrial Regulation. 

ALKALI, ETC., WORKS REGULATION ACT: Fifty-first Annual 
Report on Alkali, etc., Works by the Chief Inspector. H. of C. 
253. 8d. 

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON LIGHTING IN FACTORIES 
AND WORKSHOPS : First Report on Lighting in Factories 
and Workshops. Cd. 8000. lid. (To be reviewed.) 

MINES AND QUARRIES : General Report, with Statistics for 1914. 
Cd. 8035. 7d. 

MINES AND QUARRIES : Reports for the York and North Midland 
Division (No. 3) for 1914. Cd. 8023-II. 10d. 

MINES AND QUARRIES: Reports for the Scotland Division 
(No. 1) for 1914. Cd. 8023. 83d. 


Explanatory 
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MINES AND QUARRIES: Reports for the Lancashire, North Wales 
and Ireland Division (No. 4) for 1914. Cd. 8023-ITI. 8d. 


MINES AND QUARRIES: Reports for Midland and Southern 
Division (No. 6) for 1914. Cd. 8023-V. 9d. 


EXPLOSIVES ACT: Thirty-ninth Annual Report of His Majesty's 
Inspectors of Explosives, being their Annual Report for 1914. 
Cd.°8029. 1s. 2d. 

When war broke out there was a temporary shortage of saltpetre, 
as the muriate of potash from which nitrate of sodium comes is ordinarily 
imported from Saxony. Gunpowder made with Chili saltpetre—i.c., 
nitrate of soda—is now therefore classified as “* gunpowder ordinarily 
so called,” and may be made in factories working under Continuing 
Certificate. The change, it is suggested, should be made permanent. 
War brought a host of new problems as well as of new factories, and 
as some of the inspectors returned to the Colours, several factories 
were for the first time Icft unvisited. Under the heading of “* Out- 
rages,” a number of antediluvian events are brought back to memory, 
including the explosion of a bomb near the Coronation Chair in West- 
minster Abbey. 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES, ETC.: Reports of the Chief Registrar of 
Friendly Societies for 1913. Part B. H.of C.121-II. 2s. 8d. 


SAVINGS BANKS AND FRIENDLY SOCIETIES 
H. of C.315. 4d. 


Local Government. 


PAUPERISM (ENGLAND AND WALES) : Statement for May, 1915. 
H. of C. 119-IV. 1d. Statement for June. H. of C. 119-V. 
14d. Statement for July. H. of C.119-VI. 1d. 

In the second quarter of 1915 the weekly returns of pauperism 
showed substantial decreases on each Saturday. The decrease during 
the quarter amounted to 43,323 (or 6-9 per cent.), as compared with 
3-9 per cent. in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. At 
the end of July there were 576,106 paupers (15-6 per 1,000) in England 
and Wales, as against 618,849 (16-6 per 1,000) in 1914. In London the 
number was 87,424 (19-4 per 1,000), as against 99,332 (22-0 per 1,000). 
Decreases were registered in all districts. 


WATER UNDERTAKINGS (ENGLAND AND WALES): Return. 
H. of C. 395. 5s. 1d. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BOARD: Fortieth Annual Report of the 
Public Works Loan Board, 1914-1915. H. of C. 267. 114d. 
(Review, p. 9.) 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD: Annual Report for Ireland for 
the Year ended March 3lst, 1915. Cd. 8016. 2s. (To be 
reviewed.) 


National Health Insurance. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE COMMISSION (ENGLAND) : 
;. Reports on Decisions on Appeals and Applications. Part II. 
Cd. 8040. 3}d. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE COMMISSION (IRELAND) : 
Regulations. H. of C. 168. 1d. 


Police, Law, and Crime. 
PROSECUTION OF OFFENCES ACTS : Return. H. of C. 287. 74d. 


PRISONS (SCOTLAND) ACTS: Rule made by the Secretary for 
Scotland as to the Appointment of a Visiting Committee to 
the Police Cells Prison at Lochgilphead. H. of C. 257. 4d. 


COUNTY OFFICERS AND COURTS (IRELAND) ACT: Account 
of Receipts and Payments under the Act during the year 
ended March 31st, 1915. H. of C. 324. 4d. 


Population. 
CENSUS OF ENGLAND AND WALES: Summary Tables for 1911. 
Cd. 7929. 3s. 5d. 
PASSENGER MOVEMENT FROM AND TO THE UNITED KING- 
DOM during May in 1914 and 1915. Cd. 7808-IV. 4d. June, 
Cd. 7808-V. 4d. July. Cd. 7808-VI. 4d. 


ALIENS ACT: Part I.—A Statement with regard to the Expulsion 
of Aliens. Part iI.—Ninth Annual Report of H.M. Inspector 
for 1914. Cd. 7969. 24d. 

The operation of the 1905 Act was interfered with and partly super- 
seded by the Aliens Restriction Act, 1914, and the ensuing Orders in 
Council. Recommendations for expulsion number 444, and expulsion 
orders were made in 303 cases. In 30 other cases where the alien 
could not be deported in the circumstances of the war, he was detained 
in prison pending deportation. In 31 cases the alien was interned 
by the military authorities. The number of convicted aliens received 
into prison was 2,920; it was swollen by 765 offences under the Aliens 
Restriction Act, of which 509 were committed by Germans and 141 
by Austrians. 


SCOTLAND: Return of the Areas, Population, and Valuation of 
Counties, Burghs and Parishes in Scotland. Cd. 7992. 4d. 


IRELAND : Fifty-first Annual Report of the Registrar-General for 
Ireland, containing a general abstract of the numbers of Mar- 


Account. 


riages, Births and Deaths registered in Ireland during the year 
1914. Cd. 7991. 2s. 1d. (To be reviewed.) 


Taxation and Finance. 


NATIONAL DEBT: Return. Cd. 7994. 5d. 

This Return shows (1) the aggregate Gross Liabilities of the State 
as represented by the Nominal Funded Debt, Estimated Capital 
Liability in respect of Terminable Annuities, Unfunded Debt and other 
Liabilities in respect of Debt, the Estimated Assets, and the Exchequer 
Balances at the close of each Financial Year, from 1835-36 to 1914-15, 
both inclusive, and (2) the Gross and Net Expenditure charged annually 
during the period against the Public Revenue on Account of the 
National Debt and other Payments connected with Capital Liabilities. 


CURRENCY AND BANK NOTES ACTS : Copy of Treasury Minute, 
dated July 19th, 1915, relative to Currency Notes Certificates. 
Cd. 8024. 4d. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL: Copy of Statement of Particulars 
of Loans of which the Balances Outstanding are Proposed to 
be remitted or Written Off (in Whole or in Part) from the Assets 
of the Local Loans Fund. H. of C. 294. 1d. (Review, p. 9.) 


GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS SECURITIES: Return of the 
Amounts of British Government Securities held by the several 
Government Departments and other Public Offices on March 
Bist, 1915, specifying whether held in England or Ireland. 
H. of C. 247. 1d. 


FINANCE ACCOUNTS of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland for the Financial Year, 1914-15, ended March 31st, 1915. 
278. 54d. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS : First and Second Reports from the Committee, 
together with the Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes of 
Evidence and Appendices. H. of C. 270. 1s. 1d. 


SECOND REPORT from the Committee of Public Accounts. H. of C. 
270. 1d. 


LOCAL TAXATION (SCOTLAND) ACCOUNT : Return for Financial 
Year ended March 31st, 1915. Cd. 7998. 14d. 


FINES, ETC. (IRELAND): Abstract of Accounts of Fines accounted 
for by the Registrar of Petty Sessions Clerks for 1913. H. of C. 
240. 1d. 
(See also European War.) 


Trade and Navigation. 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACTS (PROCEEDINGS): Report by the 
Board of Trade respecting the Applications to and Proceedings 
of the Board of Trade during the past year. H.of C. 277. 38d. 


OUTPUT OF COAL IN THE UNITED KINGDOM : Return showing 
the Estimated Quantities of Coal raised in the United Kingdom 
in each of the quarters ended March 31st and June 30th, 1915, 
compared with particulars for the corresponding periods of 
1914. H. of C. 327. $d. 
The output for the half-year was 140,274,000 tons, a decrease of 
8°9 per cent. as against the first half-year of 1914. 


COAL SHIPMENTS: Tables giving details as to Shipments of Coal 
Abroad, Coastwise, and as Bunkers from each Port of the 
United Kingdom for each quarter of 1913 and 1914. Cd. 
7979. 6 


MERCANTILE MARINE—EXAMINATIONS FOR CERTIFICATES 
OF COMPETENCY: Report on the Examinations of Candi- 
dates for Certificates of Competency in the Mercantile Marine 
and the Sea-fishing Service for 1914. Cd. 7993. Id. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS: Return of all British and Foreign 
Ships ordered by the Board of Trade, or its Officers, to be 
Provisionally Detained as Unsafe. Cd. 8027. 1d. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS (DISPENSING POWERS): Re ‘port 
by the Board of Trade of the Cases in which they have exercised 
their powers during the year ended May 3lst, 1915. H. of C. 
299. 4d. 


LICENSING STATISTICS: Statistics as to the Operation and 
Administration of the Laws relating to the Sale of Intoxicating 
Liquor in England and Wales for 1914. Cd. 7981. Is. 3d. 


UNITED KINGDOM (TRADE, COMMERCE, AND CONDITION 
OF PEOPLE): Return for each of the years 1851, 1861, 1871, 
1881, 1891, 1901, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912, 
1913, and 1914. H.of C. 820. 4d. 


CALEDONIAN CANAL: One Hundred and Tenth Report of the 
Commissioners. H. of C. 296. 2d. 


COMMERCIAL : SUEZ CANAL. Returns of Shipping and Tonnage, 
1912, 1913, and 1914. (No. 1, 1915.) Cd. 8010, 2d. 


GAS AND WATER ORDERS : Report by the Board of Trade during 
the Session of 1914-15. Cd. 8032. 1d. 
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BANKRUPTCY: Thirty-second General Annual Report by the 
Board of Trade. H.of C. 313. 84d. 

The total number of failares during 1914 was 4,643, a great falling- 
off from the 5,769 of 1913, and the 8,000 and more of ten years ago. 
The estimated loss to creditors, however, rose by £1,803,051 to 
£6,352,622. Bankruptcies are fewer, but the scale of insolvency is 
rising. 

BANKRUPTCY ACT (PROCEEDINGS): Account showing the 
Receipts and Expenditure on account of Bankruptcy Proceedings 
during the year ended March 31st, 1915. H. of C. 162. 4d. 


COMPANIES (CONSOLIDATION) ACT: Account showing Receipts 
and Expenditure on account of Proceedings in Connection with 
the Winding-up of Companies during the year ended March 81st, 
1915. H. of C. 161. 4d. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND 
BRITISH POSSESSIONS: Annual Statement for 1914. 
Vol. I. Cd. 7968. 5s. 9d. 


TRADE AND NAVIGATION: Accounts for the United Kingdom 
for each month during 1915. June, 1915: H. of C. 112-V., 
Is. 6d. July, 1915: H. of C. 112-VI., 1s. 6d. August, 1915: 
H. of C. 112-VII., 1s. 6d. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE OF CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS: Accounts including figures 
received up to June 2Ist, 1915: H. of C. 115-IV., 3d. Ac- 
counts including figures received up to July 16th, 1915: H. of C. 
115-V., 3$d. Accounts including figures received up to 
August 16th, 1915: H. of C. 115-VI., 34d. 


(See also European War.) 


Diplomatic and Consular Reports. 

ANNUAL SERIES : 5426, Italy (Bengasi), Cd. 7620-86, 34d.; 5445, 
Japan (Nagasaki), Cd. 7620-55, 2d.; 5446, Siam (Chiengmai), 
Cd. 7620-56, 2d. ; 5447, Siam (Senggora), Cd. 7620-57, 14d.; 5448, 
Italy : Report for 1914 onthe Finances of Italy, Cd. 7620-58, 
2d.; 5449, Greece (Salonica), Cd. 7620-59, 2d.; 5450, Persia 
(Arabistan), Cd. 7620-60, 2d. ; 5451, Brazil : Report for 1912-13 
on the Trade of Brazil, Cd. 7620-61, 2}d.; 5452, Chile 
(Coquimbo), Cd. 7620-62, 1}d.; 5453, Spain (Canary Islands), 
Cd. 7620-63, 2d.; 5454, Russia (Batoum), Cd. 7620-64, 3d. ; 
5455, China (Nanking), Cd. 7620-65, 2d.; 5456, Netherlands 
(Surinam), Cd. 7620-66, 1d.; 5457, France (Corsica), Cd. 
7620-67, 4d. (To be reviewed.) 


Transport and Traffic. 


RAILWAY COMPANIES’ POWERS ACT: Report by the Board 
of Trade on Applications made during 1914, and of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Trade with respect thereto. H. of C. 
255. 4d. 


RAILWAY ACCIDENTS: Returns of Accidents and Casualties 
during 1914. Cd. 7937. 43d. 


RAILWAY ACCIDENTS: Summary of Accidents and Casualties 
during the Three Months ending December 31st, 1914. Cd. 
7950. 104d. 


RAILWAY ACCIDENTS: Summary of Accidents and Casualties 
during the Three Months ending March 3lst, 1915, together 
with Reports to the Board of Trade upon Certain Accidents 
which were enquired into. Cd. 8031. 1s. 2d. 

Killed, 256; injured, 2,008; increases of 24 and 829 respectively 

as against the figures for 1914. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS ACTS: Report of the Proceedings of the Board 
of Trade up to December 31st, 1914, and of the Proceedings 
of the Light Railway Commissioners up to the same date. 
H. of C. 254. 24d. 

LIGHT RAILWAYS ACTS: Order authorising the Construction of 
a Light Railway in the County of Devon from Torrington to 
Halwill, including the Reconstruction of Part of the Mineral 
Line known as the Torrington and Marland Railway. Cd. 
7598. 3}d. 

LIGHT RAILWAYS ACTS: Order made by the Light Railway Com- 
missioners authorising the Construction of Light Railways in 
the City of York. Cd. 7696. 1d. 


SWANSEA CORPORATION LIGHT RAILWAYS (EXTENSIONS 
ORDER): Order authorising the construction of further 
Light Railways in that Borough. Cd. 7599. 2d. 


TRAMWAY ORDERS: Report by the Board of Trade during the 
Session of 1915. Cd. 7986. 4d. 


ROAD IMPROVEMENT FUND: Abstract Account of the Receipts 
into and Payments out of the Road Improvement Fund in the 
year ended March 8lst, 1915, together with the Report of the 
Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. H. of C. 304. 4d. 


ROAD BOARD: Fifth Annual Report of the Road Board. H. of C. 
303. 94d. (To be reviewed.) 





Miscellaneous. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON TUBERCULOSIS (HUMAN AND 
ANIMAL): Final Report of the Royal Commission appointed 
to enquire into the Relations of Human and Animal Tuber- 
culosis. Part II.—Appendix. Vol. VII.—Graphic Charts, 
Cd. 7941. 18s. 9d. (Review, p. 11.) 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL BOARD OF 
CONTROL FOR SCOTLAND. Cd. 7944. Is. 


HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS MEDICAL SERVICE BOARD: 
First Report for 1914. Cd. 7977. 14d. (To be reviewed.) 


PUBLICATIONS AND DEBATES REPORTS: Report from the 
Select Committee. H. of C. 321. 14d. 


FEE FUND (HOUSE OF LORDS): Account of the Fee Fund of the 
House of Lords from April Ist, 1914, to March 38lst, 1915. 
Cd. 7594. 4d. 


ORDNANCE SURVEY: Annual Report, 1914-15. Cd. 7953. 14d. 


CONSOLIDATION BILLS : Report from the Joint Select Committee. 
H. of C. 99. 1d. 


CONSOLIDATION BILLS: Report from the Joint Select Committee. 
H. of C. 278. 1d. 


REPORTS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS ON PUBLIC PETITIONS. 


APPENDIX TO THE REPORTS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 
OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON PUBLIC PETITIONS. 


REPORT OF THE ASTRONOMER ROYAL TO THE BOARD OF 
VISITORS OF THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY, GREEN- 
WICH. Cd. 7982. 2d. 


DOGS’ REGULATION (IRELAND) ACT: Accounts of the Receipts 
and Expenditure under the Act for 1914. H. of C. 241. 1d. 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL AND TRAVERS’ FOUNDATION : 
Statement of the Estimated Income and Expenditure of Green- 
wich Hospital and of Travers’ Foundation for 1915-16. 
H. of C. 302. 23d. 


CHAMBER OF LONDON: Annual Accounts of the Chamberlain 
of London for the year ending December 3lst, 1914, and 
March 31st, 1915. H.ofC. 301. 14d. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON ANCIENT MONUMENTS IN WALES 
AND MONMOUTHSHIRE: Sixth Report of the Royal 
Commission appointed to Inventory the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Wales and Monmouthshire. Cd. 8044. Id. 

The year 1914 has seen the completion of the Commissioners’ exami- 
nation of the Tithe Schedules and Maps of the Principality. The 
search was very fruitful; many old placenames were recovered 

(the Welsh names are being ousted by English ones), and these often 

enshrine local lore of very great interest, besides occasionally giving 

clues to small but important local antiquities. 


PUBLIC MUSEUMS, ETC. : Return for 1914 from all Public Museums 
in or near London, and in Edinburgh and in Dublin. H. of C. 
125. 24d. (Review, p. 6.) 


NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY: Fifty-eighth Annual Report 


of the Trustees of the Mational Portrait Gallery, 1914-15. 
Cd. 7984. 1}$d. (Review, p. 6.) 

BRITISH MUSEUM: Return, 1915. H. of C. 288. 11d. (Review, 
p- 6.) 


NATIONAL GALLERY, ETC., SCOTLAND: Eighth Report to 
the Secretary for Scotland by the Board of Trustees for the 
National Galleries of Scotland. Cd. 7946. 1d. (Review, 
p. 6.) 

SEVENTIETH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF CHARIT- 
ABLE DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS FOR IRELAND FOR 
1914. Cd. 8025. 2d. 


DUBLIN HOSPITALS : Fifty-seventh Annual Report of the Board 
of Superintendence. Cd. 8030. 3d. 


LUNACY (IRELAND): Sixty-fourth Annual Report of the In- 
spectors of Lunatics (Ireland) for 1914. Cd. 7990. 114d. 

The insane in Irish establishments on January Ist, 1915, numbered 
25,180, as against 25,009 a year previously. ‘* These numbers do not 
include the insane wandering at large.’”” The number of the insane under 
care increased from 250 per 100,000 in 1880 to 575 in 1914, but the 
rate of increase has diminished slightly. There is “ as yet no indication 
that the war has directly produced any increase of insanity,” but it 
is too soon to draw definite conclusions. 


INEBRIATES ACTS (IRELAND): Eleventh Report of the Inspector 
for Ireland, being for 1914. Cd. 7888. 14d. 


NATIONAL PHYSICAL LABORATORY : Accounts of Receipts and 
Expenditure, with Balance Sheet, for the year ending March 31st, 
1915. H. of C. 307. 14d. 


METEOROLOGICAL COMMITTEE : Tenth Annual Report to Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury for the year ended 
March 3ist, 1915. Cd. 8028. 54d. 
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